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The world is facing a critical energy crisis due to increasing fossil fuel 

consumption and its consequent environmental impacts. In India, the 

dependency on petroleum imports for energy needs has spurred the demand for 

alternative fuels, especially biofuels. This paper provides an in-depth analysis of 

the scenario of feedstock for biofuel production in India, with a focus on 

biodiesel. Biodiesel, derived from renewable sources such as plant oils, animal 

fats, and recycled greases, has gained attention due to its potential to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions and improve energy security. The research explores 

various types of feedstocks, methods of biofuel production, blending 

techniques, and the properties that influence biodiesel's performance in internal 

combustion (IC) engines. The paper further delves into the role of biodiesel in 

improving engine performance, combustion efficiency, emissions, engine wear, 

and tribological impacts. Finally, the study highlights the need for engine 

modifications for biodiesel utilization and the future scope of biodiesel in the 

Indian energy landscape.  
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1. Introduction 

As the global population grows, energy demands increase, placing immense pressure on 

existing fossil fuel resources. In India, the transport sector is one of the largest consumers of 
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fossil fuels, leading to heightened concerns over environmental pollution and energy 

insecurity. Biofuels, particularly biodiesel, offer a sustainable and renewable alternative that 

addresses both energy and environmental challenges. Biodiesel, when blended with 

conventional diesel, can lower harmful emissions, enhance engine efficiency, and reduce 

dependency on imported petroleum. 

This paper examines the current state of biofuel feedstock availability in India, the 

technologies involved in biodiesel production, and its suitability for use in IC engines. A 

thorough review of performance metrics, combustion characteristics, and emissions data is 

presented, alongside an analysis of the wear and tear biodiesel causes on engine components. 

Furthermore, the tribological behavior of biodiesel and its potential advantages over 

traditional diesel fuel are assessed. 

 

2. Scenario of Feedstock in India 

India has a diverse range of agricultural and waste resources, making it a promising hub for 

biofuel production. The abundance of non-edible oil seeds, waste oils, and other agricultural 

residues provides an opportunity for the country to become a significant player in biodiesel 

production. 

2.1 Types of Feedstock 

The types of feedstocks used for biofuel production in India can be classified into the 

following categories: 

• Edible oils: Soybean oil, palm oil, and sunflower oil are common feedstocks for 

biodiesel production globally. However, due to food security concerns, India primarily 

focuses on non-edible feedstocks. 

• Non-edible oils: Jatropha, Karanja (Pongamia), Castor, and Mahua are widely 

cultivated in India for biodiesel production. These plants can thrive in arid and semi-arid 

regions, making them ideal for sustainable biodiesel production. 

• Waste oils and animal fats: Used cooking oils and animal fats represent another 

significant source of biodiesel feedstock, offering the dual benefit of waste management and 

fuel production. 

• Algae: Algal biodiesel, though in its early stages of development in India, offers 

enormous potential due to its high oil yield per hectare and ability to grow in saline and non-

arable lands. 

2.2 Selection of Feedstock for Biofuel Preparation 

The selection of appropriate feedstock for biodiesel production is crucial, as it affects both 

the yield and the quality of the biodiesel produced. The key factors influencing feedstock 

selection include: 

• Availability: Non-edible oils such as Jatropha and Karanja are favored in India due 

to their abundant availability and ability to grow on marginal lands. 

• Cost: Feedstock cost accounts for 70-80% of the total biodiesel production cost. 
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Waste oils and non-edible oils are generally more cost-effective compared to edible oils. 

• Environmental impact: Non-edible feedstocks and waste oils have a lower 

environmental impact compared to edible oils, as they do not compete with food crops for 

land. 

• Oil content and yield: Feedstocks with higher oil content and yield per hectare are 

preferred for economic biodiesel production. 

 

3. Biofuel 

Biofuels are classified into various categories based on their source and method of 

production. This section explores different types of biofuels, methods of preparation, 

blending techniques, and their properties. 

3.1 Types of Biofuel 

• First-generation biofuels: These are derived from food crops like sugarcane, corn, 

and soybean. Although they are renewable, their production competes with food crops, 

leading to ethical and economic concerns. 

• Second-generation biofuels: These are produced from non-food biomass, such as 

lignocellulosic materials, agricultural residues, and non-edible oils. They address the food vs. 

fuel debate and have a smaller environmental footprint. 

• Third-generation biofuels: Derived from algae and other microorganisms, third-

generation biofuels offer high yield per hectare but are currently in the experimental stage in 

India. 

• Fourth-generation biofuels: These involve the use of genetically modified organisms 

to enhance biofuel production while simultaneously capturing and storing CO2. 

3.2 Methods of Biofuel Preparation 

The production of biodiesel primarily involves the transesterification process, wherein 

triglycerides from feedstock react with alcohol (usually methanol or ethanol) in the presence 

of a catalyst (such as sodium hydroxide or potassium hydroxide) to form fatty acid methyl 

esters (FAME) and glycerol. Key methods include: 

• Base-catalyzed transesterification: This is the most common method for biodiesel 

production due to its simplicity and low cost. 

• Acid-catalyzed transesterification: Used when the feedstock has a high free fatty 

acid (FFA) content, as it can prevent soap formation. 

• Supercritical methanol method: This method avoids the need for a catalyst and can 

tolerate higher FFA levels, but it requires high temperature and pressure conditions. 

3.3 Blending Techniques 

Blending biodiesel with conventional diesel is crucial for practical applications. Blends are 

typically denoted by the percentage of biodiesel in the mixture, such as B20 (20% biodiesel, 
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80% diesel). Common blending techniques include: 

• Splash blending: The biodiesel and diesel fuels are added sequentially to a storage 

tank and mixed by the fuel pump's movement. 

• In-line blending: The two fuels are mixed at a pre-determined ratio during the 

fueling process. 

• Batch blending: The blending is done in batches under controlled conditions in a 

mixing tank. 

3.4 Properties Measurement and Its Role in IC Engine 

The properties of biodiesel such as cetane number, heating value, viscosity, and density 

directly influence combustion characteristics and the performance of internal combustion 

(IC) engines. Below are formulas to evaluate critical parameters: 

1. Cetane Number (CN): 

• A higher cetane number in biodiesel enhances the combustion efficiency, resulting 

in reduced ignition delay. 

• Typical cetane numbers for biodiesel range from 47–65, depending on the feedstock. 

• Cetane number (CN) can be approximated using empirical relationships for pure 

biodiesel components:  

CN= A + B⋅S where: 

o A and B are constants based on the biodiesel feedstock, 

o S represents the saturation level of the fatty acid chain in the biodiesel. 

2.Density (ρ\rhoρ) and Specific Gravity: 

• Density affects the mass flow rate of fuel injected into the engine. 

• Biodiesel typically has a density of 0.86–0.90 g/cm³, which is slightly higher than 

conventional diesel (0.82–0.86 g/cm³). 

• Density, ρ , is used to calculate specific gravity 

where Ρwater  is typically 1 g/cm³ at standard conditions. 

3.Heating Value (HV): 

• The heating value of biodiesel is lower than that of diesel due to its oxygen content, 

resulting in a slight reduction in engine power. 

• The lower heating value (LHV) of biodiesel is calculated as: LHV=Hc−latent heat of 

vaporization of water 

•  where Hc is the higher calorific value, reduced by the energy absorbed to vaporize 

water formed in combustion. 

4.Fuel Viscosity (μ): 
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o Biodiesel's viscosity is generally higher than that of diesel, which can affect spray 

characteristics and fuel atomization. 

o Viscosity can be evaluated empirically based on temperature (T) using Andrade's 

equation: μ=A⋅eB/T 

 where A and B are empirical constants. 

The performance of biodiesel in IC engines is highly dependent on its properties, such as: 

• Cetane number: Biodiesel typically has a higher cetane number than conventional 

diesel, leading to better combustion characteristics. 

• Viscosity: Biodiesel's higher viscosity compared to diesel can affect fuel injection 

and atomization, impacting engine performance. 

• Density: Biodiesel has a slightly higher density than diesel, which may affect fuel 

consumption. 

• Heating value: Biodiesel has a lower heating value than diesel, resulting in a slight 

reduction in engine power output. 

3.5 Need for Engine Modification 

While biodiesel can be used in conventional diesel engines without significant modifications, 

certain engine adjustments may be necessary to optimize performance and reduce wear. 

These modifications include: 

• Fuel injection system adjustments: Due to the higher viscosity and density of 

biodiesel, fuel injectors may require recalibration. 

• Upgraded fuel filters: Biodiesel can loosen deposits in fuel tanks, leading to clogged 

filters. 

• Exhaust system modifications: To accommodate biodiesel's different combustion 

characteristics and emissions profile, exhaust systems may need to be modified. 

 

4. Role of Biodiesel in IC Engines 

Biodiesel has a profound impact on the performance, combustion, and emission 

characteristics of IC engines. This section explores these aspects in detail. 

4.1 Performance 

The performance of IC engines running on biodiesel is influenced by factors such as fuel 

properties, engine tuning, and operating conditions. Biodiesel generally provides: 

• Improved lubrication: The higher lubricity of biodiesel reduces friction in the 

engine, enhancing component life. 

• Reduced engine power: Due to its lower heating value, biodiesel results in a slight 

reduction in power output compared to diesel. 

• Increased fuel consumption: The higher density and lower energy content of 
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biodiesel lead to increased fuel consumption. 

4.2 Combustion 

Biodiesel affects the combustion process in IC engines in several ways: 

• Shorter ignition delay: Biodiesel's higher cetane number results in quicker ignition 

and more efficient combustion. 

• Lower peak combustion temperature: Biodiesel generally produces lower peak 

combustion temperatures, reducing the formation of nitrogen oxides (NOx). 

• More complete combustion: The presence of oxygen in biodiesel molecules 

promotes more complete combustion, reducing particulate matter (PM) emissions. 

4.3 Emission 

The use of biodiesel significantly reduces harmful emissions compared to conventional 

diesel: 

• Lower CO2 emissions: Biodiesel is carbon-neutral, as the CO2 emitted during 

combustion is offset by the CO2 absorbed during the feedstock's growth. 

• Reduced PM and hydrocarbon (HC) emissions: The higher oxygen content in 

biodiesel leads to cleaner combustion and lower emissions of PM and HC. 

• Increased NOx emissions: While biodiesel reduces most emissions, it tends to 

increase NOx emissions due to its higher combustion temperatures. 

Combustion Characteristics in IC Engines 

The combustion of biodiesel in IC engines can be understood through equations that model 

heat release, peak pressure, and emission formation. 

1. Heat Release Rate (Q): 

o The heat release rate influences the combustion phase, ignition delay, and emission 

formation. 

o It can be calculated using the first law of thermodynamics for closed systems:  

Q=ΔU+W 

 where ΔU is the change in internal energy, and W is the work done. 

2.Peak Combustion Temperature (Tmax): 

• The peak combustion temperature affects the formation of nitrogen oxides (NOx) 

and can be approximated using the adiabatic flame temperature: 

where Tinitial  is the initial temperature, Q is the heat released, m is the mass of the air-fuel 

mixture, cp is the specific heat, and η is the combustion efficiency. 

3. NOx Emission Formation: 

• NOx emissions increase with higher combustion temperatures, following the 

Zeldovich mechanism: 
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 where A is a pre-exponential factor, Ea is the activation energy, R is the gas constant, and T 

is the temperature. 

4.4 Engine Wear and Tear 

Biodiesel's impact on engine wear and tear is a critical concern: 

• Higher lubricity: Biodiesel’s superior lubricating properties reduce wear on critical 

engine components such as fuel injectors and pumps. 

• Increased deposit formation: Biodiesel can lead to the formation of deposits in the 

combustion chamber, fuel injectors, and valves over time, requiring more frequent 

maintenance. 

• Potential material compatibility issues: Biodiesel can degrade certain rubber and 

plastic components in the fuel system, necessitating the use of compatible materials. 

Engine Wear and Tear: Tribological Impacts 

The tribological behavior of biodiesel, including wear and friction in engine components, 

can be evaluated by the Stribeck curve and Wear Factor. 

1. Stribeck Curve: 

o The Stribeck curve is used to analyze friction behavior under different lubrication 

regimes. 

o The curve can be defined by the dimensionless Hersey number H:  

H=η⋅V/P  

where η is the dynamic viscosity, V is the relative velocity, and P is the normal load. 

2. Wear Factor (WF): 

o The wear factor estimates the wear rate on engine components using Archard's 

equation:  

WF=V /F⋅s  

 where V is the worn volume, F is the applied force, and s is the sliding distance. 

4.5 Tribology 

Tribology, the study of friction, wear, and lubrication, is crucial in understanding biodiesel’s 

effects on engine longevity: 

• Improved lubrication: Biodiesel’s natural lubricating properties reduce friction 

between moving parts, leading to less wear and tear. 

• Impact on engine oils: Biodiesel can cause dilution of engine oils, reducing their 

lubricating effectiveness and necessitating more frequent oil changes. 

• Corrosion issues: Biodiesel can be more corrosive than conventional diesel, 

particularly in the presence of moisture, which may lead to increased wear on metal 

components. 
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5. Conclusion and Future Scope 

Biodiesel offers a promising alternative to conventional diesel, particularly in the context of 

India’s growing energy demands and environmental concerns. Its renewable nature, reduced 

emissions, and potential for domestic production make it an attractive option for the future. 

However, challenges remain in terms of feedstock availability, production costs, and the 

need for engine modifications. 

Future research should focus on optimizing biodiesel production technologies, developing 

more efficient feedstocks, and addressing the challenges associated with NOx emissions and 

engine wear. Additionally, advancements in engine design and materials could enhance 

biodiesel’s compatibility with existing IC engines, further promoting its adoption in the 

automotive sector. As India moves toward a greener energy future, biodiesel could play a 

significant role in reducing the country’s reliance on imported petroleum and mitigating the 

environmental impact of transportation. 
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