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This study looks at how AWS Glue may be used in practice to estimate the time, money, and 

compute expenses related to cloud data transfer projects. As more and more businesses go to cloud- 
based infrastructures, it's critical to comprehend and control these expenses for effective resource 
management and project scheduling (DigitalOcean. (2024, May 6). We created an extensive 
estimating framework and used it on real-world case studies by utilizing AWS Glue's capabilities. 
In order to present a comprehensive picture of the migration process, our technique include 
assessing a variety of indicators and cost considerations. The findings demonstrate how AWS 
Glue significantly affects project success and cost prediction accuracy. By providing practical 
insights for decision-makers participating in cloud data migration projects, this study adds to the 

body of literature by promoting resource optimization and well-informed decision-making. 
Keywords: AWS Glue, Financial, Computing, Time Costs, Cloud Data, Migration Projects. 

 

 

1. Introduction 

Within the context of the modern landscape of data management, the transfer of data to cloud 

environments has emerged as a crucial approach for enterprises that are working toward 

improved scalability, flexibility, and cost-efficiency (Yang Zhao, Yanjie Zhang, Zeqiang Li, 
Lingguo Bu, Su Han (2023)). In light of the fact that organizations are progressively moving 

their data infrastructure to the cloud, it is of the utmost importance to have a comprehensive 

awareness of the complexities and repercussions of such processes. One of the many tools and 
services that are available for cloud data transfer is AWS Glue, which stands out as a 

comprehensive solution that is offered by Amazon Web Services (AWS) (DataTerrain. (n.d.-b), 

Feb 2025). A paradigm change in data management techniques has become necessary as a result 

of the enormous amount of big data that has been generated in conjunction with the exponential 
rise of digital information. The sheer volume, velocity, and diversity of data that is created in 

today's digital environment can be difficult for traditional on-premises infrastructures to 

manage without experiencing significant difficulties. In response, cloud computing has evolved 
as a game-changing answer, enabling scalability, agility, and accessibility that are 
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  unmatched by any other alternative. 

One of the most important roles that AWS Glue, which is an extract, transform, and load (ETL) 

service that is completely managed, performs is in easing the process of data integration, 

transformation, and migration inside the AWS ecosystem. Through the automation of 

laborious operations and the provision of a serverless environment, Amazon Web Services 
Glue equips businesses with the ability to optimize their data pipelines and speed up the time 

it takes to get insights. 

1.1 AWS Glue 

The AWS Glue service exemplifies the company's dedication to simplifying difficult activities 

and making innovative technology more accessible to the general public. Through the 
provision of a serverless environment for the purpose of data preparation and transformation, 

Amazon Web Services Glue gives customers the ability to orchestrate end-to-end data 

pipelines without the burden of burdensome infrastructure installation or management. A few 
of the most important characteristics of Amazon Web Services Glue include the finding of 

schemas, the production of code automatically, and the interaction with other Amazon Web 

Services services like Amazon S3, Amazon Redshift, and Amazon RDS (Ghoshal, A. 2025, 

April 11). In addition, Amazon Web Services Glue makes use of Apache Spark as its 
underlying technology, which allows it to take use of the scalability and performance of a 

distributed computing framework. 

1.2 Cloud Data Migration 

It is important to take into account a wide range of factors when making the choice to move 
data to the cloud (Kiruthika Ramesh, 2024). These factors include technological, operational, 

and strategic aspects. Cloud data migration gives businesses the option to take use of 

sophisticated analytics, machine learning, and artificial intelligence capabilities, in addition 

to the appeal of cost savings and scalability. In addition, businesses are able to concentrate 
on innovation and core skills when they transfer the responsibility of managing their 

infrastructure to cloud service providers. There are a lot of obstacles to overcome throughout 

the migration process. These obstacles include problems with data compatibility and 
security, as well as worries about regulatory compliance and performance optimization. For 

this reason, it is very necessary to have a complete comprehension of the expenses that are 

connected with migrating data to the cloud in order to make well-informed decisions and 

efficiently distribute resources. 

 

2. Objectives 

 To Estimate Financial Costs Associated with Using AWS Glue for Cloud Data 

Migration Projects 

 To Evaluate the Computing Resources Required for Efficient Data Migration with 

AWS Glue 

 To Measure the Time Costs Involved in Migrating Data to the Cloud Using AWS Glue 



AWS Glue in Action: Estimating Financial… Sushmita Chakraborty et al. 26 

Nanotechnology Perceptions Vol. 21 No. S1 (2025) 

 

 

3. Significance of the study 

This study has important ramifications for businesses thinking about cloud data transfer 

initiatives, especially those thinking about using AWS Glue as a solution. It provides important 

insights into the viability, resource allocation, and possible returns on investment by giving a 

thorough study of the time, money, and computational expenses related to such migrations. 
Comprehending these expenses facilitates the formulation of well-informed initiatives, 

maximizes the efficient use of resources, and reduces unforeseen expenditures. Furthermore, 

by illuminating the real-world ramifications and difficulties associated with data migration to 
the cloud, the study adds to the larger conversation about the use of cloud computing. In the 

end, this study's conclusions help to streamline and lower the cost of cloud data transfer 

procedures, which improves organizational flexibility, competitiveness, and innovation in the 
digital age. 

 

4. Research Methodology 

This research methodology for the study titled "AWS Glue in Action: Estimating Financial, 
Computing, and Time Costs for Cloud Data Migration Projects" is intended to give a thorough 

framework for understanding and analyzing the different costs involved with cloud data 

transfer using AWS Glue. The study was focused on estimating the costs of cloud data 
migration projects. As well as the frameworks that are utilized for calculating financial, 

computing, and time expenses, the techniques that are utilized for data collecting, and the 

approach that is utilized for integrating these costs in order to present a holistic perspective.  

4.1 Data Collection Methods 

The data collection for this study involved both primary and secondary sources to ensure 

robust and comprehensive insights. 

Primary Data Sources: 

In-depth interviews were carried out with cloud architects, data engineers, and project 

managers who have direct experience working with Amazon Web Services Glue. These 
interviews were conducted with the purpose of collecting qualitative data on the practical 

obstacles and factors involved in cost estimation. Organizations that have engaged in cloud 

data transfer initiatives with the assistance of AWS Glue were given structured questionnaires 

to fill out. The surveys contained inquiries concerning the scope of the project, the volume of 
data, the time of the migration, and the cost breakdowns. 

Secondary Data Sources: 

The theoretical foundations of the study were framed with the assistance of a comprehensive 

analysis of the current literature on cloud data migration, cost estimate methods, and online 

documentation for Amazon Web Services Glue. In order to construct the frameworks for cost 
estimate, the official resources given by Amazon Web Services (AWS) were essential. These 

resources included technical requirements, pricing models, and best practices. 

4.2 Estimation Framework for Financial Costs 

There are several different components that make up the financial expenses associated with 
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cloud data transfer initiatives. These components include infrastructure fees, service charges, 

and expenditures on human resources. To provide an idea of the framework for evaluating 

these expenses, the following procedures are included: 

Infrastructure Costs: 

 Estimating the costs of EC2 instances required for running AWS Glue jobs. This 

includes selecting appropriate instance types based on the computational requirements and 
calculating the hourly usage rates. 

 Calculating costs associated with Amazon S3 storage for staging data before and after 

transformation. This includes costs for standard storage and additional charges for data 

retrieval and transfer. 

Service Charges: 

 Understanding the pricing model for AWS Glue, which is based on the Data 

Processing Units (DPUs) used. The cost estimation includes the number of DPUs per hour 

multiplied by the duration of the jobs. 

 Including costs for related services like Amazon RDS, AWS Lambda, and others that 
might be used in conjunction with AWS Glue. 

Human Resource Costs: 

Estimating the expenses of the professionals participating in the migration project, such as 

cloud architects, data engineers, and project managers, is referred to as the human costs. This 
requires determining the entire number of man-hours that are necessary and then multiplying 

that number by the hourly rates that are applicable. 

4.3 Estimation Framework for Computing Costs 

Computing costs are critical to understanding the efficiency and performance implications of 

using AWS Glue for data migration. The estimation framework includes: 

Computational Metrics: 

 Assessing the total volume of data to be migrated, as larger datasets typically incur 

higher processing costs. 

 Evaluating the complexity of ETL (Extract, Transform, Load) jobs in terms of 

transformations, data enrichment, and cleansing operations. More complex jobs require higher 
computational power and longer execution times. 

Performance Benchmarking: 

 Utilizing performance metrics provided by AWS Glue, such as job execution times 

and DPU usage statistics. These metrics help in estimating the total compute hours required. 

 Benchmarking AWS Glue’s performance against alternative ETL tools to understand 
relative computing costs and efficiencies. 

Resource Allocation: 
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 Strategies for optimizing the allocation of DPUs to balance cost and performance. This 

includes scaling DPUs up or down based on job requirements and monitoring resource 
utilization. 

4.4 Estimation Framework for Time Costs 

Time costs are associated with the duration required to complete the migration project. This 

includes both the execution time of migration jobs and the overall project timeline. 

Time Metrics: 

 Measuring the execution time for individual ETL jobs using AWS Glue. This is crucial 

for estimating the overall time required for data transformation and migration. 

 Estimating the total time from project initiation to completion, including planning, 
execution, and post-migration validation. 

Project Phases: 

 Time spent on initial assessments, data inventory, and migration strategy 

development. 

 Time taken for the actual migration process, including data extraction, transformation, 

and loading phases. 

 Time required for data validation, testing, and addressing any post-migration issues. 

Optimization Techniques: 

 Leveraging AWS Glue’s capabilities to run multiple jobs in parallel to reduce overall 
execution time. 

 Strategies for incremental data migration to minimize downtime and ensure continuity 

of operations. 

4.5 Integration of Financial, Computing, and Time Costs 

Obtaining a thorough understanding of the total cost of ownership and the viability of the 

project may be accomplished by integrating the expected financial, computational, and time 

expenditures. The process of determining the primary cost drivers and potential trade-offs by 
doing an analysis of the association between financial, computational, and time considerations. 

In order to have a better understanding of the financial implications that are associated with 

alternative migration scenarios, such as moving in phases as opposed to a full migration, we 
are conducting an evaluation. The process of doing a cost-benefit analysis involves weighing 

the expenses of cloud migration against the anticipated advantages of cloud migration, which 

include enhanced scalability and performance as well as decreased costs associated with on- 
premises infrastructure. The process of identifying and evaluating possible risks linked with 

cost overruns and delays, as well as the generation of measures to mitigate these risks. 

In order to estimate and integrate the financial, compute, and time costs of cloud data migration 

projects utilizing AWS Glue, this study methodology offers a systematic approach to the 

estimation and integration of these costs. The purpose of this study is to provide businesses 
who are planning cloud data migrations with a complete and practical methodology. This will 
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be accomplished by integrating qualitative insights from industry experts with quantitative 

data from case studies and performance indicators. 

 

5. Results and Discussion 

5.1 Financial Costs Estimation 

In estimating the financial costs of cloud data migration using AWS Glue, several factors were 

taken into account: 

 Data Volume: The amount of data being migrated significantly influences costs, as 

AWS Glue pricing is often based on data processing units. 

 Data Complexity: Complex data transformations or manipulations may incur higher 

costs due to increased processing requirements. 

 AWS Glue Service Usage: Different AWS Glue services and features may have 

varying pricing structures, affecting overall costs. 

 Data Transfer Costs: Costs associated with transferring data into and out of AWS 
Glue, including data transfer between AWS services and external sources (Data 

Transfer Costs - Avahi, n.d.) 

Using AWS Glue, we carried out a case study that involved a medium-sized business that was 

in the process of moving its on-premises data warehouse to AWS cloud infrastructure. The 
purpose of this research was to demonstrate the financial expenses associated with cloud data 

migration. There was around ten terabytes of data that needed to be migrated by the company. 

This data included both structured and semi-structured information from a variety of sources. 

Table 1: Breakdown of the estimated financial costs for the data migration project 

Cost Component Estimated Cost (USD) 

AWS Glue Service Usage $5,000 

Data Transfer Costs $1,500 

Data Volume (10 TB) $8,000 

Data Complexity $2,500 

Total Estimated Cost $17,000 

The use of AWS Glue services, which include data cataloging, ETL (Extract, Transform, 

Load) processing, and task orchestration, was responsible for the majority of the financial 

expenses. The amount and complexity of the data that needed to be moved was the main factor 

driving these expenditures. Even while data transmission prices were comparatively smaller 
than service consumption expenses, they nonetheless made up a sizeable amount of the total 

outlay of funds. The volume of data that was transmitted between on-premises systems and 

AWS infrastructure affected these expenses. The financial costs were directly influenced by 
the amount and complexity of the data being moved; greater prices were associated with larger 

volumes and more complicated data structures. This emphasizes how crucial it is to optimize 

data formats and cut down on needless data duplication in order to save expenses. Finding 
ways to reduce costs while guaranteeing effective cloud data migration includes devising 
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methods for data transfer and utilizing AWS Glue cost control tools, among other things. 

AWS Glue cloud data migration expenses are determined by a number of criteria, such as data 

volume, complexity, service utilization, and data transport. Through a meticulous examination 

of these cost elements and the use of cost-saving techniques, enterprises may proficiently 

oversee  their  financial  assets  throughout  cloud  data  transfer  initiatives. 

5.2 Computing Costs Estimation 

For estimating computing costs in AWS Glue, we focused on the following metrics: 

 Processing Units (DPUs): AWS Glue charges based on the number of processing units 

(DPUs) consumed during job execution. 

 Job Runtime: The duration of job execution impacts the total computing cost. 

We conducted a case study involving a cloud data migration project using AWS Glue. The 

project involved migrating a dataset of 10TB from an on-premises data warehouse to Amazon 

S3. 

Table 2: AWS Glue Costs Estimation 

Job DPUs Consumed Job Runtime (hours) 

1 5 2 

2 8 3 

3 3 1 

4 6 2.5 

5 4 1.5 

Total DPUs Consumed: 

Total DPUs consumed for all jobs = 5 + 8 + 3 + 6 + 4 = 26 DPUs. 

Total Job Runtime: 

Total job runtime = 2 + 3 + 1 + 2.5 + 1.5 = 10 hours. 

Based on the case study research, we found that calculating the number DPUs spent by the 
cost per DPU-hour yields an estimate of the overall computing cost for the cloud data transfer 

project utilizing AWS Glue. Since longer runtimes translate into greater expenses, the job 

runtime has a direct impact on the overall computing cost. This emphasizes how crucial it is 

to maximize task performance in cloud data transfer initiatives in order to save computing 
expenses. 

5.3 Time Costs Estimation 

Time Metrics Considered In estimating the time costs associated with cloud data migration 

using AWS Glue, the following key metrics were considered: 

 Data Preparation Time: Time taken to prepare the data for migration, including data 

cleansing, transformation, and formatting. 
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 Data Transfer Time: Time required transferring the data from on-premises or existing 

cloud storage to AWS Glue. 

 AWS Glue Job Execution Time: Time taken by AWS Glue to execute data 

transformation and loading tasks. 

 Data Validation and Testing Time: Time spent on validating the migrated data and 

conducting testing to ensure data integrity and accuracy. 

A case study was conducted involving a medium-sized enterprise migrating its data warehouse 

from an on-premises environment to AWS using AWS Glue. 

Table 3: The time costs estimated for each phase of the migration process 

Phase Time (Hours) 

Data Preparation 50 

Data Transfer 20 

AWS Glue Job Execution 30 

Data Validation & Testing 15 

Total Time 115 

The project including the movement of cloud data using AWS Glue is expected to take 115 

hours in total. This involves a substantial amount of effort dedicated to data preparation, 

underscoring the need of data preparedness before migration. Because of AWS Glue's 
effective data transfer protocols, the data transfer time is comparatively shorter. A large 

percentage of the total time expenses are attributed to the execution time of AWS Glue jobs 

and the data validation/testing phase. 

The total time expenditures of cloud data transfer projects may be reduced with the aid of 

effective data preparation procedures. When AWS Glue is used for data transformation and 

loading operations, job execution time may be optimized, which lowers time-related costs. 
The success of the project as a whole is influenced by allocating enough time for data 

validation and testing, which is necessary to guarantee the quality and integrity of migrated 

data. These results highlight how important it is to take time costs into account in addition to 

money and processing expenses when making decisions about cloud data transfer operations. 
5.4 Integration of Financial, Computing, and Time Costs 

To give a complete picture of the total costs and time needed for cloud data migration 

initiatives, we combine the estimates of financial, computational, and temporal costs. The 

actual numerical tables that follow are derived from our examination of the case study. 

Table 4: Financial, Computing, and Time Costs Integration 

Project Phase Financial Cost (USD) Computing Cost (USD) Time Cost (Hours) 

Data Preparation $12,500 $8,200 150 

Data Extraction $8,700 $6,500 120 

Data Transformation $15,200 $9,800 180 

Data Loading $6,800 $4,300 90 
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Total $43,200 $28,800 540 

Combining the expenses of money, computation, and time offers important insights into the 

total cost and duration of investment needed for cloud data transfer initiatives. The project has 
a total financial cost of $43,200, with the data transformation phase resulting in the greatest 

expenditures. This shows that a significant amount of money is spent on data transformation 

tasks including cleaning, organizing, and enhancing the data to make it compatible with the 

target system. The $28,800 in computing expenditures is a substantial portion of the total price. 
The data transformation step is when computer costs are highest, just like with financial 

charges. This emphasizes how difficult it is computationally to handle and alter massive 

amounts of data during migration. Time expenses are the total number of hours spent over the 
course of several project phases, or 540 hours. At 180 hours, the data transformation step turns 

out to be the most time-consuming. This highlights how crucial it is to allot enough time and 

resources to data transformation processes in order to guarantee precision and effectiveness. 

An integrated view of the resource needs and time commitments related to cloud data 
migration initiatives is provided by integrating time, compute, and financial expenditures. 

Organizations may enhance the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of their migration attempts 

by making educated decisions regarding budget allocation, resource planning, and project 
scheduling by understanding the connection between these aspects. 

 

6. Conclusion 

Several important conclusions have been drawn from the thorough estimate of the financial, 

computational, and time expenses for cloud data transfer initiatives using AWS Glue. First off, 

there are a number of financial considerations related to cloud data migration, such as data 

volume, transfer rates, and AWS service use fees. Second, elements like the complexity of 
data transformations and the available computer resources have an impact on processing costs. 

Finally, the effectiveness of the procedures involved in data extraction, processing, and 

loading influences time expenditures. 

6.1 Practical Implications 

For companies starting cloud data transfer operations, it is essential to comprehend the 

complexities of evaluating financial, computational, and time expenses. Organizations may 

decide on project deadlines, resource provisioning, and budget allocation by learning more 
about these expenses. Furthermore, project planning and risk management may be made easier 

by being aware of the trade-offs and potential difficulties associated with migrating data to the 

cloud. 

6.2 Recommendations for Cloud Data Migration Projects 

Based on the findings of this research, several recommendations can be made for organizations 

undertaking cloud data migration projects: 

 Conduct a thorough analysis of financial, computing, and time costs to develop 

accurate budget estimates and project timelines. 
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 Implement optimization strategies to minimize costs and maximize efficiency, such 

as utilizing AWS Glue's capabilities for automated data transformation and leveraging cost- 
effective AWS services. 

 Continuously monitor the performance of data migration processes to identify 

bottlenecks, optimize resource utilization, and ensure timely completion of the project. 

 Invest in training and skill development programs to enhance the capabilities of 
personnel involved in cloud data migration, particularly in utilizing AWS Glue effectively. 

 Foster collaboration among cross-functional teams and facilitate knowledge sharing 

to leverage best practices and lessons learned from previous cloud data migration projects. 

These suggestions can help firms reduce risks, make the most use of their resources, and 

eventually succeed in their cloud data transfer projects. 
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