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Textiles plays a very important part of Interiors. The importance of textiles in determining the 

overall aesthetic, practicality, and cultural character of Interiors to enhance and rehabilitate 

interiors. Aesthetically pleasing, textiles are essential components of everyday life. Emphasizing 

the Interiors, this research explores the diverse function of textiles within the architectural 

framework of interiors. Textiles play a major role in both the aesthetics and functionality of 

interiors. Appearing in everything from luxurious furniture like canopies, curtains, and upholstery 

to practical things like carpets, rugs, and beds. The research explores how textiles can be used in 

the rehabilitation process of these interiors for both ornamental and utilitarian purposes while also 

honoring the historical value. The goal of this research is to combine modern and traditional 

elements to create harmony by using different elements, such as textiles. The research aims to 

explore useful functions while maintaining the architectural integrity while improving their utility 

and attractiveness for modern lives, such as including insulation, privacy, and comfort. This study 

provides fresh perspectives and guidance on advances in the fields of interior design and historical 

conservation by analyzing the intricate relationship between textiles and architecture.  

Keywords: Interior Design, textiles, Architectural, Rehabilitation, modern and traditional 

elements. 

 

 

1. Introduction 

Textiles help in making the areas look aesthetically pleasing and serve practical functions in 

interior design. Elaborate ornamentation, symmetrical designs, and carvings capture the 

manner and way of life of bygone eras (Crites, M., & Nanji, A., 2008). Textiles play a major 

role in making these interiors look royal and cozy. Practical functions such as impacting the 

atmosphere of the areas, seclusion, and thermal comfort using textiles. This research explores 

the complex connection between interior, architecture and textiles and smoothly rehabilitates 

the areas, combining both components to create a balance (Barendse, R. J., 2009). These 

magnificent residences are proof of the nation's rich architectural and cultural legacy. These 

are a window into the bygone era's old customs and way of life. Textiles are one of the most 

important components of interior magnificence. Whsile rehabilitating interiors, textiles are 

used as decorative and utilitarian elements that help create visually appealing and useful 

environments. The purpose of this research is to successfully comprehend textiles in interior 
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design and to provide a framework for their successful incorporation (Waqar, Z., 2022). This 

research intends to provide important and useful guidelines for maintaining the integrity of 

these interior while boosting their usability and visual appeal. To attain a thoughtful use of 

textiles by examining the historical and cultural background of textile usage. This research 

tries to comprehend textile applications' ornamental and practical responsibilities, from 

luxurious furnishings to utilitarian products. This research aims to create harmonious and well-

balanced environments that preserve the historical essence of interior while embracing current 

living necessities (Ambani, J. J., 2017). The goal is to advance in the fields of interior design 

by offering useful recommendations for the thoughtful use of textiles. 

1.1 Use of interior textiles 

Textiles have always been an essential part of human civilization. Textiles have shaped interior 

spaces in a variety of ways. Textiles, defined as knitted or woven materials composed of fibers, 

come in a wide range of textures, hues, and patterns that greatly enhance the visual appeal and 

practicality of a space. Interior textiles consist of a wide variety of materials, such as fabrics 

used for upholstery, curtains, carpets, rugs, furniture, and other decorative accents (Henry, R. 

D., & Taylor, J. D., 2005). Since ancient times, textiles have been a crucial part of home design 

since they both are aesthetically pleasing and practical (Eaton, N., 2020).  Any fabric-based 

elements utilized in a space are referred to as textiles in the context of interior design. These 

materials are chosen based on their tactile properties, longevity, and capacity to improve a 

space's utility and comfort in addition to their visual effect (Jones, R. D., 2007).  

Interior textiles may be generically categorized as follows: 

Upholstery Textiles Textiles used to cover furniture and make it look aesthetically pleasing and comfortable 

are called upholstery textiles. The materials used are strong and frequently possess certain 
qualities, like resistance to fading and wear. 

Drapery and Curtain Textiles Textiles used for window coverings that regulate light, offer seclusion, and enhance a 

room's overall appearance are known as drapery and curtain textiles. These materials 
might be thick, insulating curtains or sheers that are lightweight. 

Floor Coverings This includes rugs and carpets, which improve a room's warmth, quietness, and aesthetic 

appeal. The floor covering's longevity and appearance are influenced by the material and 

weave selection. 

Wall Textiles Materials for tapestries, wall hangings, or panels wrapped in fabric that adorn walls with 

color, texture, and insulation. 

Decorative Textiles Cushions, throws, and bed linens are examples of decorative textiles that add comfort to 

a room while also introducing color, pattern, and texture. 

Table 1: Types of Interior Textiles (Source: Author) 

Textiles may be used for a variety of purposes in interior design. The wide variety includes 

absorbing sound, promoting solitude, and offering insulation against temperature extremes, as 

well as textiles that improve a room's acoustics (BIRD, M., 2012). This has a significant impact 

on how a room should feel and be perceived, helping to define its visual and tactile 

characteristics. A space may be completely transformed by using the correct materials, which 

provide layers of comfort. Textile usages have infinite possibilities in their decorative aspect 

(O'Yeah, Z., 2024). By using textiles, it's easy to bring color, pattern, and texture into a room, 

which makes it possible to express one's individual style and cultural identity (Palat 

Narayanan, N., 2018). Textiles may be used to add contrast and interest, unite dissimilar pieces 
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in a room, or create focal points. Textiles frequently have cultural and symbolic connotations 

in historical environments, reflecting the local heritage and customs (Bird, M., 2012). Textiles 

have been used as both functional necessities and artistic expressions within interior for 

luxurious and ornate construction (Prasad, R., 2016). The functionality of textiles goes beyond 

the comfort and livability of interiors by offering acoustic control, seclusion, and insulation 

(Correa, C., 2010). This research explores the complex relationship developed between 

architecture and textiles, showing how each component matters to produce aesthetically 

pleasing and useful living areas (Foley, J., 2003). Creating plans for their modern application 

while maintaining the architectural legacy and addressing the needs of current living by 

comprehending the historical and cultural value of textiles (ARTS, F., 2009). Designers can 

easily pay tribute by ensuring the relevance of interior modern world by skillfully choosing 

and combining fabrics to create both stunning and useful areas (Kishor, N. R.) 

 

2. Literature Review 

The purpose of this research is to understand the decorative and utilitarian applications of 

textiles in interiors. It also helps us understand how these components help to create 

harmonious spaces that balance between historical authenticity and contemporary practicality 

and aesthetics (Freeman, M., 2020). The importance of textiles in the legacy of Indian 

architecture, specifically concerning residences. The cultural and historical significance of 

textiles in Indian interior design states that these materials were frequently employed as 

symbols of wealth. prestige, and local identity (Watt, T., 2014). Elaborate details of 

embroidery, locally woven textiles, and old dyeing methods all showcase creativity and 

workmanship. Textiles play a crucial role in interior design, functioning as ornamental and 

practical components that outline the room's personality (Sharma, S. N., 2014). The 

ornamental usage of textiles is a thorough description of the several kinds of textiles utilized. 

Including wall hangings, drapes, and carpets, which enhance the interiors, overall style, and 

atmosphere (Elwerfalli, M., 2017). The symbolic connotations woven in these fabrics have 

designs and motifs unique to the region. These decorative accents supported cultural and social 

identities in addition to being purely decorative. Textiles contribute to a unified interior (Sen, 

G., 2021). This demonstrates how textiles were used to gives a feeling of coherence and 

movement. By counterbalancing the elaborate architectural details with softer, cozier 

components, textiles are essential (Rehman, S., 2015). The functional uses of textiles are for 

acoustics, insulation, and seclusion. For example, thick carpets and drapes were crucial for 

controlling the temperature. Textiles act as a sound barrier (Tucker, J., 2015). The comfort of 

the interiors is increased by an additional layer of insulation provided by wall hangings and 

tapestries. Fabrics were frequently used as room separators or to create private nooks. In 

addition to practical use, textiles help enhance the interiors' overall design and spatial layout 

(Jamil, M., 2023). A common issue is the difficulty of combining traditional fabrics with 

contemporary design ideas. In discussion of the changing use of textiles in current restoration 

initiatives, highlights the necessity to balance between maintaining historical authenticity and 

meeting modern needs (Kunzru, H., 2003). Textiles may serve as a link between the old and 

the new without sacrificing practicality or style. Textiles can be used to design historically 

accurate yet modern spaces (Singh, S. K., 2020). To create spaces that honor the interior 

legacy, careful integration of textiles is essential (Shaheen, A., 2012). The importance of 
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textiles in interiors emphasizes their dual aspect as functional and ornamental components. 

Textiles play a major role in creating aesthetically pleasing interior spaces that respect 

historical authenticity while meeting contemporary demands (Guides, R., 2016). Frequently 

highlighting the difficulty of combining traditional textile features with modern design 

concepts. And stresses the significance of striking a balance. This analysis lays the foundation 

for future research on the application of textiles in interior design. Identifying ways to combine 

components to make elegant and practical rooms that embrace the present while paying tribute 

to the past (Bindloss, J., 2022).  

 

3. Theoretical framework  

Interior spaces appropriate for modern lifestyles may be achieved by carefully balancing 

classic and contemporary textile materials. There is a lot of room for further research and 

development for textile integration into interior design. Smart textiles have the potential to 

control temperature and humidity, and interactive materials may offer educational or 

entertaining elements. The amalgamation of conventional artistry with the latest technology 

offers unparalleled prospects for redefining the function of textiles in interiors. The integration 

of electrical elements and sensors into the fabric, known as smart textiles, provides various 

opportunities to improve the functioning, safety, and comfort of interiors. Temperature-

regulating fabrics can adjust to different weather patterns to give occupants year-round 

maximum thermal comfort. Enhancing indoor air quality using materials with purifying 

qualities is especially important in enclosed areas. With the help of sensors, through textiles, 

it is possible to monitor environmental factors like humidity and light levels and make 

proactive changes to the interior environment.  

 

4. Methodology 

The present research utilizes a mixed-methods approach, integrating qualitative and 

quantitative research techniques to thoroughly examine the function of textiles in interior 

design. In-depth examination of the historical, cultural, and aesthetic aspects of textiles will 

be part of the research A review of modern textile uses and how they could be incorporated 

into interior settings. 

 

5. Results and Findings 

The thorough examination of the interiors demonstrated the significant and various functions 

that textiles play. Textiles were used in areas as both decorative and practical features. The 

rich colors, elaborate embroidery, and plush textiles add a great deal to the grandeur and 

splendor of interiors. Beyond aesthetics, textiles improved general comfort and livability by 

offering insulation, seclusion, and sound control. Textiles greatly enhanced the opulence, 

coziness, and general atmosphere. The social and cultural fabric of life was strongly woven 

with textiles, which served as a status and wealth indicator. Certain patterns and motifs of 

textiles frequently have symbolic connotations, while availability and climate had an impact 

on the materials used. The research also looks at how textiles should work in modern homes. 
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Careful material selection and integration may help meet the demands of modern lives, which 

include durability, ease of maintenance, and flexibility. The results of this research have 

important implications for the disciplines of textile studies and interior design. This research 

highlights the need for a comprehensive approach to historical preservation that goes beyond 

architectural restoration by showcasing the critical role that textiles played in defining 

interiors. Future studies could focus on facets of textile usage in interiors, like how different 

textile materials affect indoor air quality and how to investigate novel textile technologies to 

improve the visitor experience.  

 

6. Conclusion 

The significance of textiles in defining the character of interiors plays an important role. Being 

aesthetically pleasing, textiles fulfil essential utilitarian functions that enhance the overall 

coziness, atmosphere, and uniqueness of these architectural marvels. The complex link 

between textiles and interiors has been researched, highlighting the importance of textiles in 

life. Through the integration of historical elements with new design concepts, this research has 

investigated the possibility of designing harmonious and practical interiors that honor tradition 

while embracing the modern lifestyle. There is a lot of room for future study and creativity in 

the dynamic and ever-evolving field of textile integration into interiors. The significance of 

textiles in these architectural treasures may be strengthened, guaranteeing their permanent 

legacy for future generations, by investigating innovative technologies, sustainable materials, 

and user-centered design techniques. 

 

7. Limitations 

This research has significant limitations even though it offers a thorough review of the function 

of textiles in interiors. Results may vary depending on regional differences in textile customs, 

materials, and methods. The research study did not consider the sensory features of textiles, 

such as touch and sound, concentrating on their aesthetic and practical aspects only. Advanced 

exploration of different variables may yield further information on the general influence of 

textiles on interior design.  

 

 

References 
1. Crites, M., & Nanji, A. (2008). Indiacolor: spirit, tradition, and style. Chronicle Books. 

2. Barendse, R. J. (2009). Chapter Eleven. Labor And Production: Indian Textiles. In Arabian Seas 1700-

1763 (pp. 1029-1167). Brill. 

3. Waqar, Z. (2022). HAVELI HOUSEHOLD SYSTEM: DISSECTING SUJHAN SINGH’S 

DOMESTIC SPACE ORGANISATION AS A NICHE OF SOCIO-POLITICAL AND GENDER 

ROLES IN THE 18TH CENTURY, RAWALPINDI (Master's thesis, Middle East Technical 

University). 

4. Ambani, J. J. (2017). TAILORING 606: IAMDAVAD (Doctoral dissertation, University of Mumbai). 

5. Shende, A. S. Chalcolithic Communities Of Central India In Terms Of Technological And Economic 

Aspects. 

6. Shorto, S. M. (2003). Public lives, private places: British houses in Delhi, 1803–1853. New York 

University. 



1541 Khushboo Zehra Naqvi et al. Analyzing the Use of Textiles in Interiors....                                            
 

Nanotechnology Perceptions Vol. 20 No. S16 (2024) 

7. Wilkinson, P. (2008). India: People, Place, Culture, History. Dorling Kindersley Ltd. 

8. Inglis, K. (2012). Cool Hotels: India, Maldives, Sri Lanka. Tuttle Publishing. 

9. MITTAL, S. SHAHJAHANABAD: TWO IMAGES. 

10. Beaver, R. (2010). 21st Century Houses: 150 of the World's Best. Images Publishing. 

11. Henry, R. D., & Taylor, J. D. (2005). Spa: The sensuous experience. images publishing. 

12. Jones, R. D. (2007). Interiors of empire: objects, space and identity within the Indian subcontinent, c. 

1800-1947. Manchester University Press. 

13. BIRD, M. (2012). THE HOUSE OF FEATHERS. 

14. Bird, M. (2012). The House of Feathers: a design practice observed, documented and represented 

(Doctoral dissertation, RMIT University). 

15. Palat Narayanan, N. (2018). In/formal urbanism: cases drawn from Delhi (Doctoral dissertation, 

Université de Lausanne, Faculté des géosciences et de l'environnement). 

16. Correa, C. (2010). A place in the shade: the new landscape & other essays. Penguin Books India. 

17. ARTS, F. (2009). doctor of $ iitlo£(op)) p (Doctoral dissertation, ALIGARH MUSLIM 

UNIVERSITY). 

18. Kishor, N. R. Rural Market Potentiality in India towards Consumer Durable Goods. Archers & 

Elevators Publishing House. 

19. Choenni, A. (2015). Public and Private Roles in Historical Inner City Revitalization. Cultural Heritage 

Agency of the Netherlands. 

20. Peck, L. (2011). Agra: the architectural heritage. Roli Books Private Limited. 

21. Freeman, M. (2020). Get the Photos Others Can't. Hachette UK. 

22. Sharma, S. N. (2014). International Journal of Research (IJR). Lulu. com. 

23. Elwerfalli, M. (2017). Contemporary Courtyard Houses of Libya: New Directions in Sustainable 

Housing Development. The University of Manchester (United Kingdom). 

24. Rehman, S. (2015). Walls as Transcultural Structures: Space and Place in Anglophone Narratives of 

Lahore (Doctoral dissertation, ResearchSpace@ Auckland). 

25. Tucker, J. (2015). The Silk Road: Central Asia, Afghanistan and Iran: a Travel Companion. 

Bloomsbury Publishing. 

26. Jamil, M. (2023). Gendered urban imaginations: literary representations of Lahore and Heera Mandi 

(Doctoral dissertation, Bilkent University). 

27. Kunzru, H. (2003). The impressionist. Penguin Books India. 

28. Shaheen, A. (2012). Radiating Social Change: An Analysis of the Dawn's Lifestyle Supplements 

2001-2012. Pakistan Perspectives, 17(2). 

29. Guides, R. (2016). The Rough Guide to India. Rough Guides UK. 

30. Bindloss, J. (2022). Lonely Planet India. Lonely Planet. 

31. Singh, S. K. (2020). Understanding the Indian Economy from the Post-Reforms of 1991, Volume II: 

Anatomy of the Indian Economy. Business Expert Press. 

32. Sen, G. (2021). The Automobile: An Indian Love Affair. Penguin Random House India Private 

Limited. 

33. Watt, T. (2014). Mindful London: How to find calm and contentment in the chaos of the city. Random 

House. 

34. Foley, J. (2003). Great Spa Escapes. Lucky Dissanayake. 

35. Prasad, R. (2016). Blood red river: A journey into the Heart of India’s development conflict. Hachette 

India. 

36. O'Yeah, Z. (2024). The Great Indian Food Trip: Around a Subcontinent à la Carte. Hurst Publishers. 

37. Eaton, N. (2020). Travel, Art and Collecting in South Asia: Vertiginous Exchange. Routledge. 

38. Kothari, R. (Ed.). (2018). Unbordered Memories: Sindhi Stories of Partition. Penguin Random House 

India Private Limited. 

39. Farrell, T. (2014). The city as a tangled bank: urban design versus urban evolution. John Wiley & 

Sons. 

 


