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The increasing speed at cities are growing as well as the increasing requirement for sophisticated 

usage of public assets has necessitated the development of smart cities, the capability of which 

hinge on the availability of efficient and efficient communication networks. Hence, this research 

focuses on applying deep learning methods such as LSTM, DQN, CNN and Autoencoders, and 

GNN to incorporate AI in smart city communication networks. These methods solve important 

problems such as predictive maintenance, traffic management, resource management, energy 

consumption and data protection. LSTM predicts the failure of the infrastructures while DQN 

manages traffic. Resource allocation at CNN is optimum, Autoencoders helps in improving security 

of network, and GNN helps in scalability of IoT networks. Using AI as one of IoT and 5G, the 

study also reveals the enhancements of urban sustainability, effectiveness, and reliability for smart 

cities’ essential framework.  

Keywords: Machine Learning, Urban Infrastructure, Data Security, IoT, 5G, Smart Cities, and 

Communication Networks. 

 

 

 

1. Introduction 

The evolution of the twenty first century city saw the stagnation of traditional urban 

development [1], this is because; the increased rate of urbanization required smarter cities to 

address the complex urbanism. A smart city seeks to use modern technologies to manage the 

physical environment and its resources for the benefit of the population. The key in the middle 

of such change is how communication networks adapt with AI tools to facilitate intelligent 

decision making with immediate and efficient responses to capability scale [2]. Applied with 

IoT devices and the advanced communication technologies, AI will become the backbone of 

smart cities and provide practical solutions to deal with some of the emerging problems in 

urban environment including failures prediction of public infrastructures [3], transportation 

http://www.nano-ntp.com/


                                                           Optimizing Smart City Systems Using.... S. Dhivya et al. 4286 
 

Nanotechnology Perceptions Vol. 20 No.S14 (2024) 

systems optimization, resources distribution, efficiency of energy utilization, and protection 

of cyberspace [4-10]. 

IoT communication networks integrated with AI foundations rely on advanced mathematical 

models to decipher large comprehensive sets of data produced by IoT appliances [11-15]. 

These networks do not only facilitate the efficient exchange of data, but also allow early 

intervention, for example in the case of failing infrastructures or in real time optimal traffic 

distribution [16-18]. For instance, LSTM models are capable of processing time series data for 

purposes of predicting equipment failure likely to cause downtime and expensive maintenance. 

In the same way, the use of the reinforcement learning method called Deep Q – Networks 

(DQN) to control the traffic signs helps to reduce traffic and improve traffic flow in cities. 

However, integrating artificial Intelligence communication frameworks in smart cities are very 

difficult. Such challenges include the ability to scale as networks growth and supporting 

integration across various IoT devices as well as protecting data inflow from cyber-

vulnerabilities. These questions are answered in this study by presenting a framework that 

incorporates current enhanced deep learning algorithms like CNN for resource management, 

Autoencurers for anomalies detection and GNN to support scalability and coordinate 

interactions with IoT devices [19-20]. 

This paper investigates how AI can cause smarter communication networks in smart cities 

through enhancing the pattern of sustainability, augmenting the theoretical efficiency of the 

economy, and employing robust structural patterns. This research fulfils both the opportunities 

and threats to create sensible intelligent systems that are imperative to future cities. 

 

2. Literature Review 

Smart cities define a fundamental area of interest for cities’ growth due to the application of 

IoT, AI, and enhanced communication technologies. This literature review focuses on previous 

works regarding the application of AI in communication networks for smart cities, in terms of 

achievements, prospects, and research deficiencies. 

Artificial Intelligence in Smart Cities: AI technologies present a critical element that will 

support smart cities, to evolve and become more effective. Other scholars such as Batty et al 

(2012) pointed out that instrumental use of AI is centered on how big city functions could be 

predicted based on available resources and structures. Subsequently related to Artificial 

Intelligence or AI, specifically, deep learning has been identified to possess the ability to 

process vast amounts of data coming from IoT devices. CNN and LSTM are two of the most 

common types of algorithms that have been used in challenges including energy management 

(Wang et al., 2021) and predictive maintenance (Zhao et al., 2020), where they provide 

accurate predictions concerning equipment failure and resources consumption. 

Communication Networks for Smart Cities:Smart cities are built on solid communication 

networks since they dictate the level of efficiency to be expected. According to Singh et al. 

(2020), the implication of 5G in Data Communications has promoted data transmission speed 

and less latency that is relevant in applications like traffic control and disaster responses. Smart 

cities based on IoT produce big data, which requires communication infrastructure to be 

expansive and adaptive. A study by Rimal et al. (2021) shows how AI solutions enhance data 
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forwarding, resource management and integration in these networks. 

AI for Predictive Maintenance: There has been a lot of interest in the use of predictive 

maintenance because it reduces outage times and increases the life of infrastructures. The 

authors, such as Malhotra et al. (2018), have identified that LSTM models are very effective 

in analyzing temporal data from the IoT sensors deployed in smart structures. These models 

make it possible to predict when a system is likely to fail and this help the city move from a 

regime that only repairs failed systems to one that maintains those systems before they fail. 

However, issues such as incomplete or noisy data still persists which needs improvements in 

the field of algorithm. 

Traffic Optimization with AI: Traffic management is an aspect that is most frequently 

associated with the application of AI in smart cities. Research conducted by Ghanbari et al. 

(2020) show that application of the reinforcement learning approach based on DQN enables 

operating real-time traffic effectively. Such models learn best traffic light control policies 

while working with simulated environments such as SUMO, an acronym for Simulation of 

Urban Mobility. Although, these approaches have been helpful in managing congestion in 

simulations, its application in reality faces some of the following challenges such as; 

Scalability and unsystematic traffic patterns. 

Resource Allocation and Optimization: Ensuring resource management of multi-dimensional 

assets including energy and bandwidth is significant to the overall elegance of Smart Cities. 

Li et al. (2019) has demonstrated use of CNNs in pattern recognition in resource demand. As 

a result of their capability of processing structural data, they are able to manage the dynamic 

accesses to resources effectively, maintaining the functionality of communication networks. 

But the study has warned that this would require innovative algorithms that would be prepared 

to handle unpredictable fluctuations in the amount of resource that may be required in real 

time. 

Cybersecurity in Communication Networks: The issue of data security becomes an enduring 

concern when constructing smart cities with the help of Artificial intelligence systems. 

Autoencoders have been proposed for anomaly detection in communication networks in a 

number of studies (Reddy et al., 2021) which show good performance for the identification of 

the cyberattacks and other improper traffic behaviors. Still though, problems like high false 

positive rates and real-time detection issues remain which prevent these types of malware from 

being more commonly used. 

Scalability and Interoperability Challenges:The issues related to IoT expansion include 

scalability issues and heterogeneity. Such challenges are handled by Graph Neural Networks 

known by Wu et al. (2022) where IoT networks are modeled and the relationships between the 

devices analyzed on the graph. Although GNNs are demonstrated to be capable of preserving 

the performance consistent across scalable scenarios, the computational cost is still an issue. 

Gaps in Existing Research:While some amount of progress has been made some deficiencies 

are however observed in the integration of AI-driven communication networks within smart 

cities. Some of the difficulties are numerous in controlling IoT devices, the problem of data 

privacy, and the creation of energy-efficient AI algorithms. Also, does not include literature 

on combining AI with advanced technologies such as Block chain in order to increase security 
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and openness in a smart city environment. 

 

3. Materials and Methods 

This section presents the procedures and materials adopted in the crafting of communication 

systems for smart city® with the application of AI technology. Deep learning algorithms, IoT 

data, and the leading realistic simulation are used throughout the study to evaluate AI’s 

efficiency and efficacy in addressing various urban issues, including system maintenance, 

traffic management, resource distribution, energy use, and security threats. 

3.1 Data Collection and Pre-processing: 

Primary data to feed into the training and testing of the model is collected from a number of 

IoT devices active in urban landscape. These devices gather information about health status of 

infrastructures, traffic rates, energy usage, and network communications. The datasets include: 

Infrastructure Health Data: Data from different sensors placed on infrastructure to monitor the 

state including time-series data for condition monitoring and prognostics. 

Traffic Data: Raw traffic video data captured from camera systems, vehicle integrated sensors, 

GPS data to learn optimal traffic flow using reinforcement learning. 

Energy Consumption Data: Power usage data from metering technologies to track 

consumption patterns across various sectors of a City in orderto enhance power distribution 

and indentification of costly wastage. 

Network Activity Data: Messages from the data communication network; these are used in 

diagnosis for security threats. 

Data preprocessing makes them to handle missing data, normalize sensor data and do a 

conversion of categorical data. This work documents the level of pre-processing the time-

series data go through before being analyzed by LSTM models, such as for predictive 

maintenance and energy consumption prediction. 

3.2 Algorithm Used: 

The deep learning algorithms designed to overcome the problems in smart city communication 

networks. Below are the models used in this paper: 

3.2.1 Long Short-Term Memory (LSTM): 

They are employed for prediction of maintenance and energy consumption works. LSTM 

models analyze a time series from sensors to determine failure of structures and trends of 

energy demand. Data are divided into training and validation sets, segmented to predict the 

next failures or consumption profiles using LSTM network. 

Steps: 

Step 1: Gather and organize data on a lengthy scale (that can be, for example, sensor input 

signals or power consumption data). 

Step 2: Split information into training and verifying sample. 
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Step 3: Forecasting can be done with the time series data input to the LSTM network for 

training, to be able to detect them. 

Step 4: We use the validation data to determine whether the model will predict a future event 

such as failures or energy consumption. 

Step 5: To make new predictions of the coming infrastructure requirements or breakdowns, 

the trained model can be utilized. 

Table 1: Sample Dataset for Energy Consumption and Predictive Maintenance (LSTM) 

Time Stamp  Energy 
Consumed 

(kWh) 

Temper
ature 

Humidity Infrastructure 
Status 

Failure 
Report 

2024-12-01 

00:00:00 

120 22.5 55 Operational No 

2024-12-01 

01:00:00 

130 21.8 60 Operational No 

2024-12-01 

02:00:00 

110 21.0 62 Operational yes 

3.2.2 Deep Q-Networks (DQN): 

It is used for the traffic flow adjustment in real-time traffic conditions and only signal control, 

but DQN model is trained for traffic light control utilizing a simulated environment, such as 

SUMO – Simulation of Urban Mobility. An agent works with an environment receiving its 

reward for reducing congestion and learns a policy based on actions taken. 

Steps: 

Step 1: Utilize an environment that will mimic traffic conditions (such as SUMO). 

Step 2: Example: Define action as changing traffic light and defining the reward as decrease 

in congestion. 

Step 3:  Let the DQN agent play with the simulated environment, prefer the choice that get 

positive rewards from its actions. 

Step 4: Supervise the effectiveness of the agent in managing the flow of traffic so as to enhance 

the application of the laid down strategy. 

Step 6: Apply for actual traffic control what has been learnt at policy level during training. 

Table 2: Sample Dataset for Traffic Volume and Signal Optimization (DQN) 

Time Stamp  Traffic 
Volume 

(vehicles/hr) 

Average 
Speed 

(km/h) 

Signal 
State 

Congestion 
Level (%) 

Avg Wait 
Time 

2024-12-01 

00:00:00 

120 40 Green Low 15 

2024-12-01 

01:00:00 

180 35 yellow Medium 25 

2024-12-01 

02:00:00 

250 30 Red High 45 
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3.2.3 Convolutional Neural Networks (CNN): 

It was formerly employed in directing communications and resource management in 

communication networks. CNNs are deployed for structured incoming data, for example 

bandwidth usage or energy usage in order to predict and dynamically assign resources. The 

model is trained based on historical resource usage data to allow it to update resource usage in 

real-time with current usage. 

Steps: 

Step 1: Gather usage statistics of resources used in past (for example bandwidth, energy etc). 

Step 2: Feed the structured data through the CNN to find patterns on resources consumption. 

Step 3: To do this, the CNN needs to learn about patterns in resource demands. 

Step 4: Use the trained model to predict resource demand and allocate resources dynamically. 

Step 5: Continuously monitor resource usage and adjust based on predictions 

Table 3: Sample Dataset for Resource Usage and Network Optimization (CNN) 

Time Stamp  Bandwidth 

Usage 

(Mbps) 

Energy 

Consume

d (kWh) 

Device 

Type 

Network 

Condition 

Resource 

Allocated 

(units 

2024-12-01 

00:00:00 

15 10 Router Stable 50 

2024-12-01 

01:00:00 

18 12 switch Stable 55 

2024-12-01 

02:00:00 

20 14 Router Overloaded 60 

3.2.4 Autoencoders: 

Autoencoders used for anomaly detection and cybersecurity in communication networks. 

Autoencoders are trained on normal network activity data, learning to reconstruct input data. 

Any deviation from the normal reconstruction is flagged as an anomaly, signalling potential 

security breaches or faults in the system. 

Steps: 

Step 1: Gather data representing normal network activity. 

Step 2: Use the normal data to train the autoencoder to learn how to reconstruct the data. 

Step 3: Feed new data into the autoencoder. If the reconstruction error is high, it indicates an 

anomaly (potential security threat or fault). 

Step 4: Identify and flag any network behaviour that deviates from normal patterns. 

Step 6: Take appropriate action if an anomaly is detected (e.g., network intrusion, system 

fault). 

3.2.5 Graph Neural Networks (GNN): 

It is used for scaling IoT networks and ensuring device interoperability.GNNs are applied to 
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model IoT devices and their interactions as graphs. The network topology is analyzed to 

optimize the communication between devices and ensure that the system remains scalable as 

the number of devices increases. 

Steps: 

Step 1: Treat IoT devices and their connections as a graph (nodes = devices, edges = 

communication links). 

Step 2: Use GNNs to analyze the interactions between devices and their network connections. 

Step 3: Use the GNN to optimize communication routes and interactions between devices, 

ensuring scalability as the network grows. 

Step 4: As more devices are added, re-train the GNN model to handle the expanding network. 

Step 5: Adopt the optimized network design of communication technology for real time and 

potential expansion. 

 

4. Result and Discussion: 

The findings of the study relate to the implementation of artificial intelligence (AI) algorithms 

into smart city particularly in the communication system. This was done in order to determine 

how AI concepts including LSTM, DQN, CNN, Autoencoders, and GNN lessen the impact of 

these challenges by way of enhancing efficiency, scalability, resource utilization, traffic 

management, fault discovery, and prognosis of infrastructural wear and tear within sprawling 

cities. Below are the results and key findings based on the simulation and training with sample 

data: 

4.1 Predictive Maintenance Using LSTM: 

Energy consumption pattern outlook of the building and failure diagnostic of infrastructural 

facilities were carried out with LSTM on historical data. The model was able to reach high 

accuracy in forecasting trends of energy consumptions, and this is as an aid in assessing the 

need for maintenance of structures in the cities. 

Result: 

Training/Validation Accuracy: The LSTM model whose results are shown in Fig. 3 was able 

to predict energy consumption and infrastructure failure with an average accuracy of 92%. 

Mean Squared Error (MSE): On the validation set, the obtained MSE equals 0.045, which is 

acceptable for time-series forecasting. 
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Figure 1: Predictive Maintenance using LSTM Evaluation 

4.2 Traffic Optimization Using Deep Q-Network (DQN): 

Real-time traffic signal control was organized using the DQN model to adjust signal control 

in the process of traffic improvement. This model is one among the mathematical model 

developed and trained in a simulated environment, and used to estimate the signal timings 

function of traffic Volume. 

Result: 

Traffic Congestion Reduction: The DQN model effectively alleviates flow congestion by 25% 

compared to a traffic control strategy scenario. 

Average Wait Time: Specifically, average wait time decreased about 18 percent on average 

throughout the traffic peak demand period. 

 

Figure 2: Traffic Optimization using DQN 
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4.3 Resource Allocation Using Convolutional Neural Networks (CNN): 

That is, the CNN model in resource allocation has taken the communication networks by 

enhancing the bandwidth and energy consumption. The idea was to include historical data and 

use these patterns to distribute resources in a dynamic manner. 

Result: 

Resource Allocation Efficiency: It was also noted that the proposed CNN model increased 

resource allocation efficiency by 22% over conventional procedures. 

Prediction Accuracy: The model was able to predict required resource allocation within 

acceptable elective resource prediction and variation was within ±5%. 

 

Figure 3: Resource Allocation using CNN Evaluation 

4.4 Anomaly Detection Using Autoencoders: 

Anomalies in the network were observed using autoencoders to estimate possible security 

threats and faults. Normal network activity was used for training the model and any activity 

deviating from the norm was regarded as unusual. 

Result: 

Anomaly Detection Accuracy: The model attained an important parameter of anomaly 

detection equal to 97 percent, thus, responding positively to the aim of the thesis by detecting 

a major number of network anomalies. 

False Positive Rate: The high number of false positives was minimized such that its rate was 

below 5%. 
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Figure 4: Confusion Matrix using Anomaly Detection 

Performance Evaluation: 

For the assessment of the Resource Allocation Using Convolutional Neural Networks (CNN) 

model and then displaying them in a chart form, we will chart the Resource Allocation 

Efficiency and the Prediction Accuracy mapping with the number of epochs.  

 

Figure 5: Performance evaluation of LSTM, CNN, DQN and Anomaly Detection Model 

 

5. Conclusion: 

In this work, several different machine learning techniques have been used to solve major 

issues in the management of the smart city such as condition monitoring, traffic control and 

management, and demand prediction and supply chain management, anomaly detection, and 

fault diagnosis. The LSTM model in this paper accurately forecasted energy consumption at 
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92% efficiency and predicted infrastructural failures to allow for timely maintenance and 

reduced downtimes. Studying The Deep Q-Network (DQN) minimised traffic flow by 25% 

and mean waiting time during peak hours by 18%, it provided all dynamic traffic solutions. 

XGBoost enhanced resource usage effectiveness in communication networks by a 22% and 

CNN for better BBU bandwidth and energy utilization. At the same time, the autoencoder 

model accurately classified the outliers with 97 percent accuracy to strengthen and secure the 

networks against threats and proper functions of the system. These results demonstrate the 

benefits of AI-derived models for enhanced performance, minimized errors, and the rational 

distribution of resources necessary for the development of smart cities and AI-based civil 

infrastructure systems. 
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