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Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's novel "The Oleander Girl" intricately explores the transformative 

journey of its protagonist, Korobi Roy. This paper explores the multifaceted layers of Korobi's 

evolution, analyzing the psychological, emotional, and cultural dimensions that shape her character 

arc. Set against the backdrop of contemporary India, the narrative follows Korobi as she navigates 

through loss, love, and self-discovery, ultimately emerging as a resilient and empowered individual. 

Central to Korobi's transformation is her quest for identity and belonging. As an orphaned girl raised 

by her grandparents, she grapples with the complexities of her lineage and heritage. Through 

encounters with diverse characters and experiences, Korobi confronts societal norms and 

constructs, challenging traditional expectations and forging her own path. Her journey is marked 

by moments of introspection and growth while reconciling with her past and embraces the 

possibilities of her future. The novel intricately weaves themes of family, love, and sacrifice into 

Korobi's narratives. Her relationships with her grandmother, fiancé, and newfound acquaintances 

serve as catalysts for personal development, highlighting the transformative power of human 

connection. In the study, the exploration of cultural heritage and societal expectations adds depth 

to Korobi's evolution, illustrating the intersections between individual identity and collective 

belonging. Close examination of Divakaruni's narrative techniques and character development aims 

to illuminate the nuances of Korobi's transformation, shedding light on the universal themes of self-

discovery and resilience. By unraveling the layers of her journey, we gain insight into the 

complexities of the human experience and the enduring quest for authenticity and fulfillment. 
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1. Introduction 

Chitra Banarjee Divakaruni’s “Oleander girl” deals with the traditional society which had been 

represented and imposed rules on girls particularly. And she has also depicted that how it has 

changed in the modern society. In an orthodox family, girls are not allowed to go anywhere. 

http://www.nano-ntp.com/
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They are bonded with certain restrictions. In this novel also, Divakaruni potrays Korobi, the 

protagonist and a young girl represented as a modern girl belonging to a traditional background 

with higher aspirations and is anxious to know about the outer world. She wants to get rid of 

all the traditional beliefs and struggles for her own identity (Rukmani et al. 168). Korobi was 

born into a traditional family and was brought up by her grandparents with much care and 

concern. Since her mother had died and her father was far away, she was taken care of by her 

grandparents. 

The Oleander  Girl,  written  by  Chitra  Banerjee Divakaruni, tells the story of the protagonist, 

Korobi Roy, who embarks on a deep and insightful journey. This transformative voyage leads 

Korobi to search for her identity, beliefs, and understanding of the world around her. At the 

beginning of the novel, Korobi is a protected young girl brought up by her grandparents with 

deep rooted Bengali family traditions and culture. However, Korobi’s world is turned topsy-

turvy when she came to know of a hidden life secret about her parentage, setting her on a 

voyage of self-discovery and disclosure. 

Through this book, Divakaruni provides elements that make this genre enjoyable and 

engaging. Korobi Roy, raised by her grandparents renowned lawyer Bimal Prasad Roy and his 

wife, Sarojini after her mother Anu's death during childbirth, has always believed she was an 

orphan, as she was told her father died in an accident. However, after she gets engaged to the 

charismatic Rajat Bose, her understanding of her past is upended when she discovers that her 

father might still be alive and residing in America Thus, her journey begins with a search for 

her father and a quest to discover where she belongs (Raviya and Kapil, 175). Following the 

engagement, Korobi’s grandfather suffers a sudden heart attack, uncovering significant 

financial challenges and a shocking revelation about Korobi’s history. Distraught over this 

revelation and feeling betrayed by her grandparents, Korobi bravely sets out on a journey 

across post- 9/11 America to uncover her real identity. Her journey, marked by dramatic and 

unexpected turns, ultimately leads her to confront the toughest decision she has ever faced. 

Thus the prior aspect of Korobi’s transformation is her journey for her own independence. As 

she uncovers the fact about her parentage, Korobi is pressured to challenge the limitations 

urged by societal expectations and hereditary obligations. She grapples with questions of 

identity and belonging, ultimately realizing that she has the strength to mould her own destiny 

by herself. Throughout the story, Korobi’s voyage takes her from the familiar streets of 

Kolkata to the crowded metropolis of New York City. This physical journey reflects her 

internal transformation, as she steers new experiences, facing multiple perspectives, and 

confronts the oddities of sophisticated life style (Raviya  and Kapil, 175 (1)). In the process, 

Korobi learns to adapt and evolve, rising in depth understanding of herself and the world 

around her. 

There is another prominent aspect of Korobi’s evolution is nothing but her relationship with 

Rajat, a young man she meets in New York. Through their connection, Korobi learns about 

love, trust, bonding and the things which are more prioritized in relationships. Rajat serves as 

a catalyst for Korobi’s growth, challenging her beliefs and always stands as a backbone for 

her to embrace her true self. 

Since her longing for her father creates a lot of disturbance in her life and even there were 

misunderstandings that has occured between Rajat and Korobi. She has identified an 
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investigator in America who can really help her in her quest for identifying her father. 

Divakaruni skillfully explores the anxieties and uncertainties associated with marriage and 

relationships. Her talent lies in articulating these feelings with such precision that reader will 

resonate deeply with her words, almost as if Divakaruni had delved into their own thoughts, 

capturing the raw reality of these emotions. At last she decides to moves to America in order 

to find out her father against everyone’s decision. Accompanying Vic, an investigator she 

starts her journey towards Boston, and she was so excited to be in America. Here, Divakaruni 

emphasizes the significance of the date, 9/11.  She starts her search for her father with the help 

of Vic, an investigator. As the days passed, a wide gap has taken place between Rajat and 

Korobi. Wherever she went in Boston she reminds of her family members and recollects her 

memories with Rajat and her grandmother. 

Finally he accepts as his daughter after looking at the incomplete letter and a photo of her 

mother. Korobi was happy seeing her father even though he got married with another lady and 

he was not in a position to accept her into his family. But he is ready to share his past with her 

and be friendly with her. Only after Korobi completed her search, she had learnt from her 

biological father why she was named Korobi, which means oleander flower. Korobi is 

confused why she has been named with name of poisonous flowers, which was unknown by 

all even grandmother could not know why Anu had given her the name. Korobi asked her 

father “Did my mother ever tell you why she wanted to name me Korobi?” Her father, Rob 

Lacey tells her the reason: “Your mother named you Korobi because, despite its toxicity, the 

oleander flower symbolizes beauty, resilience, and strength. She believed you would embody 

these qualities throughout your life”. 

 

2. Methodology 

The present study adopts a comprehensive research methodology that includes a combination 

of literary analysis, character study and thematic exploration. The said approach will include 

close reading of the novel to grasp Korobi’s evolution throughout the narrative, analyzing key 

passages that highlight her internal and external struggle. In addition, the ongoing research 

will incorporate theoretical framework from feminist and post- colonial criticism to describe 

how Korobi’s journey reflects socio-cultural dynamics. 

Background 

The Oleander Girl is written by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, is dramatized against the vibrant 

and multifaceted socio- cultural landscape from contemporary Indian context. The narrative’s 

primary backdrop is Kolkata, which is a city renowned for its rich cultural heritage, colonial 

history, and as a crucible of traditional Bengali values. Kolkata, is often referred to be as the 

cultural capital of India. This provides an ideal setting for the initial stages of Korobi’s journey, 

underscoring the deep-rooted customs and family traditions that shape her early life. Korobi 

Roy, as the protagonist,  is raised by her grandparents in an orthodox Bengali household. This 

setting is marked in adherence to long- established norms and rituals, reflecting the older 

generation’s steadfast commitment towards cultural and familial traditions. From the outset, 

Korobi is depicted to be an sheltered and obedient young woman. The life of protagonist is 

heavily influenced by the expectations and restrictions imposed by her grandparents. This 
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environment, though nurturing, also confines her within the bounds of conventional values. 

Korobi’s upbringing is affected in rituals and traditions that dictate her behavior and life 

choices. Also the novel presents her as a quintessential product of her cultural milieu. The 

narrative of "The Oleander Girl" begins in such traditional setting, painting a vivid picture of 

Korobi’s life in Kolkata. The city's bustling streets, historic architecture, and vibrant festivals 

form a backdrop which is both comforting and constricting for Korobi. Daily existence is 

punctuated by the rhythms of an orthodox Bengali family, where decisions are often made in 

accordance with societal norms and family honour. 

The traditional backdrop serves as a stark contrast to the modern and dynamic environments 

in Korobi’s life. As she embarks on her journey to uncover the truth about her parentage, she 

steps out of the familiar confines of Kolkata. As she steps into the broader, more diverse world 

beyond, this transition highlights the tension between old and new societal norms, which is a 

central theme in Korobi’s transformative journey. 

The Protagonist and Her Character in "The Oleander Girl" 

Korobi Roy, the protagonist of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's The Oleander Girl whose journey 

of self-discovery and empowerment forms the heart of the novel. At the novel’s outset, Korobi 

is portrayed to be a dutiful and obedient young woman. At the same time she is being deeply 

respectful of her grandparents and their values. The early stages of her character are marked 

by innocence about the complexities of life outside her protected environment, but also by a 

concealed desire for independence and self-determination. 

The pivotal moment in Korobi's life comes with the dramatic revelation that her father, whom 

she believed to be dead, is actually alive and lives in America. This tension emphasizes the 

complex interchange between her personal aspirations and the commitments inherent in her 

engagement that forces her to confront difficult choices. Korobi’s journey to America marks 

a significant transformation in her character. This physical expedition, symbolic of her 

emotional and psychological expedition, exposes her to diverse perspectives and lifestyles that 

challenge her traditional beliefs. Through these relationships, she learns to navigate the 

complexities of  her  family history and the broader societal shifts she faces. 

In the zenith of her journey, Korobi emerges as a character defined by resilience, strength, and 

a newfound sense of purpose. Her ability to confront and reconcile with her past, while 

embracing the complexities of her dual heritage, highlights the growth and empowerment. 

Korobi's story is not only a personal narrative of self- discovery but also a broader commentary 

on the struggles and triumphs of navigating cultural and societal expectations. Through her 

character, Divakaruni explores themes of identity, resilience, and the transformative power of 

embracing change, making Korobi’s journey both relatable and inspirational to readers. 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To analyze Korobi's character focusing on her upbringing in a traditional Bengali 

family and the societal norms that shape her identity. 

2. Explore the pivotal moments that act as catalysts for Korobi's transformation. 

3. To analyze the role of relationships in Korobi's evolution. 

4. To explore how Korobi confronts and navigates through various cultural and societal 



3101 P Venkata Ramana et al. Korobi's Transformative Journey in “The...                                                                                               
 

Nanotechnology Perceptions Vol. 20 No. S16 (2024) 

norms throughout her journey. 

5. To analyze Korobi's final transformation, where she embraces her true identity and 

independence. 

Questions of Study 

1. How does Korobi’s traditional upbringing shape her initial character and worldview? 

2. What is the significance of the revelation about Korobi's father in her journey of self 

discovery? 

3. In what ways do Korobi’s experiences in America challenge her traditional beliefs and 

contribute to her growth? 

4. What is the significance of Korobi’s final transformation in the context of the novel’s      

overarching themes? 

Stylistic Features used in Study 

Divakaruni employs a range of stylistic features that   enrich    the    narrative    and    deepening 

the thematic exploration of Korobi Roy’s transformative journey. These stylistic elements 

contribute significantly to the study’s discussion and analysis of the novel's themes and 

characters. Divakaruni utilizes a multilayered narrative structure that alternates between past 

and present. It also weaves together Korobi’s memories, experiences, and reflections. 

Divakaruni’s use of vivid imagery and descriptive language brings the settings and characters 

to life. From the bustling streets of Kolkata to the vibrant metropolis of New York City, the 

detailed descriptions immerse the readers in Korobi’s world and enhance the study’s analysis 

of cultural juxtapositions and societal shifts. Divakaruni’s stylistic choices effectively 

highlight the themes of tradition versus modernity, a central focus of the study. Through the 

contrasting narrative tones and settings, the protagonist juxtaposes the traditional Bengali 

values with the dynamic, globalized world of America. This stylistic approach emphasizes 

Korobi’s internal conflict and external challenges while navigating between these contrasting 

worlds. These elements contribute to a nuanced portrayal of Korobi Roy’s transformative 

journey. They also add depth to the novel’s exploration of identity, cultural heritage, and 

personal empowerment. 

Critical Analysis of Transformative Journey in Novel 

The transformative journey taken by the protagonist, Korobi Roy, is a rich narrative with 

complexities and profound insights about the personal growth and self- discovery. In this 

critical analysis, the study is deeply examined with the objectives set forth to dissect and 

understand the intricacies of Korobi's evolution throughout the novel. The objectives serve as 

guiding principles, leading us through an exploration of Korobi’s initial state, the catalysts f o 

r change, the impact of relationships, the confrontation of cultural and societal norms, and the 

ultimate culmination of her journey in a final transformation. 

Korobi’s Initial State: Tradition and Protection 

Korobi Roy is portrayed as a young woman profoundly confined by the limitations of a 

traditional upbringing. Raised in the orthodox Bengali household of her grandparents, her life 

is governed by strict rules and expectations that reflect the conservative beliefs of older 
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generation. Her grandfather, Bimal Prasad Roy, a renowned lawyer, embodies the authority 

and rigidity of traditional patriarchal values. He enforces a code of conduct that emphasizes 

honor, duty, and social propriety. This upbringing demands adherence to strict moral code, 

where every aspect of Korobi’s life. Such as her daily routine to her social interactions, is 

meticulously structured and monitored. Korobi's environment is one of the careful regulations, 

where her behaviour is closely watched and her interactions with the outside world are limited. 

The household operates under a veneer of decorum and tradition, providing Korobi with a 

clear sense of identity rooted in cultural heritage and familial duty (Rukmani et al. 167 (2)). 

This structured life instills in her a deep respect for tradition and the values upheld by her 

family. Still it also imposes significant constraints on her personal freedom and development. 

The strict supervision limits her ability to explore her own desires, aspirations, and the broader 

world beyond her immediate surroundings. Even though the protection and guidance from her 

grandparents offer a sense of security to Korobi. Still they simultaneously stifle her growth, 

creating an internal conflict between her ingrained sense of duty and her emerging desire for 

independence and self- discovery. 

As a result, Korobi’s existence is marked by a dichotomy: the comfort of a clearly defined 

identity versus the yearning for personal freedom. Her grandparents' well-intentioned but 

restrictive upbringing leaves her ill-prepared to navigate the complexities of a rapidly changing 

world. This tension sets the stage for Korobi’s transformative journey (Raviya and Kapil, 179 

(3)). She eventually steps beyond the confines of her sheltered life, driven by a deep-seated 

need to uncover the truths of her past and to carve out her own identity. The traditional values 

that once provided a foundation for her life have become barriers she must overcome in her 

quest for self- discovery and autonomy. The protective cocoon created by her grandparents 

offers Korobi a secure and stable upbringing. However, it simultaneously stifled her 

aspirations and innate curiosity about the world beyond her immediate surroundings. The 

traditional beliefs and practices upheld by her grandparents serve as both a moral compass and 

a barrier to her exploration of self and society. Korobi's aspirations for independence and a 

broader understanding of life are consistently overshadowed by the weight of familial 

expectations and societal norms. This dichotomy creates an internal conflict within Korobi. 

She yearns to break free from the restrictive boundaries of her upbringing and seek her  own 

path. 

The initial portrayal of Korobi as a sheltered and obedient young woman sets the stage for her 

subsequent journey of self-discovery and transformation (Sunalini, 1317 (4)). This highlights 

the profound impact of her traditional upbringing on her evolving sense of identity. 

The Catalyst for Change: Unveiling Hidden Truths 

The turning point in Korobi's life is the revelation of a deeply hidden family secret. Her father, 

long believed to be dead, is actually alive and residing in America. This shocking discovery 

fundamentally alters her perception of her identity and heritage. Korobi was raised under the 

assumption that her father had died in an accident. Her entire sense of self has been built upon 

this narrative, supported by her grandparents' strict adherence to tradition and secrecy. The 

sudden revelation that her father is alive, living in a vastly different cultural context, disrupts 

the very foundation of her identity (Rukmani et al. 169 (5)). This quest for self-discovery 

challenges the boundaries of her sheltered life. It sets the stage for a transformative journey 
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that questions the constructs of identity and belonging. This moment of truth ignites a deep 

desire within Korobi to uncover  the full story of her origins, propelling her on a quest for self-

discovery. 

Her engagement to Rajat Bose complicates Korobi’s emotional state during this pivotal period. 

Rajat, a charismatic and modern young man, represents a bridge between Korobi’s traditional 

past and the potential for a more liberated future. However, the engagement also imposes new 

expectations and societal pressures on Korobi. She grapples with the dual responsibilities of 

her  impending  marriage and her newfound quest for personal truth. This duality forces Korobi 

to confront the conflicting demands of familial duty and her own need for autonomy. The 

prospect of marriage to Rajat, initially seen as a step toward a secure future, becomes a source 

of tension. Korobi's journey to America promises answers and self-fulfillment,creating a 

juxtaposition of traditional commitments and the allure of selfdiscovery (Sunalini, 1317 (6)). 

Korobi’s determination to seek out her father and understand her true heritage becomes a 

defiant act of self-assertion. This sets the stage for her ultimate transformation and the 

redefinition of her identity. 

"The Oleander Girl" explores profound themes of self-discovery, the conflict between tradition 

and modernity, and personal growth through Korobi's journey. The novel highlights the impact 

of cultural and societal norms on individual identity. Korobi’s journey, marked by emotional 

and psychological complexities, underscores the enduring quest for authenticity. It shows the 

resilience required to forge one's own path amidst conflicting expectations. Through Korobi's 

evolution, Divakaruni illustrates the transformative power of embracing one's true self and the 

intricate dynamics between cultural heritage and personal autonomy. 

The Journey: Physical and Emotional 

Korobi's journey to America in "The Oleander Girl" marks a pivotal transformation. It's not 

just a physical move but an emotional and psychological expedition. Leaving the familiar 

environment of Kolkata, Korobi steps into the bustling, chaotic, and diverse landscape of New 

York City. This stark transition from a conservative upbringing to the dynamic milieu of post-

9/11 America forces Korobi to navigate a myriad of new experiences and challenges. The 

cultural clash compels her to reassess the rigid beliefs and values she was raised with. She 

begins to question long-held assumptions and preconceived notions. The sensory overload of 

the metropolis— with its diverse inhabitants, rapid pace, and incessant noise—catalyzes 

Korobi's internal transformation. Immersed in this drastically different world, she must adapt 

quickly. This pushes her out of her comfort zone and into a state of continuous growth and 

self- awareness. 

In New York, Korobi encounters a wide array of people and lifestyles. She is confronted with 

perspectives that challenge her traditional worldview. Interactions with individuals from 

various backgrounds expose her to the complexities and contradictions of modern existence. 

These experiences encourage her to reflect on her own identity and the constraints of her 

upbringing. This exposure to diverse viewpoints helps break down the mental and emotional 

barriers that have confined her. Korobi learns to navigate a more liberal and progressive 

society, where individual freedom and self- expression are valued over strict adherence to 

tradition. The emotional turmoil and psychological adjustments she undergoes are profound. 
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Each new experience and relationship in America adds layers to her evolving identity. From 

the camaraderie of newfound friends to the challenges of understanding her father's past, 

Korobi grows significantly. Ultimately, this journey fosters personal growth. Korobi emerges 

as a more resilient, self-assured, and independent individual. She learns to embrace the 

complexities of her dual heritage and carves out her own path in life. 

The Role of Relationships in Korobi’s Evolution 

Human relationships play a pivotal role in Korobi’s transformative journey. They deeply 

influence her emotional and psychological evolution. Initially, Korobi's bond with Rajat is a 

source of support and love. This bond reflects the comfort and stability found in familiar 

relationships. Rajat, a charismatic and modern young man, represents a bridge between 

Korobi’s traditional past and a more liberated future. This relationship offers her a sense of 

security and emotional grounding. However, as Korobi embarks on her quest to uncover the 

truth about her father, the dynamics with Rajat begin to change. 

The strain between her personal aspirations for self- discovery and the commitments of her 

engagement becomes evident (Sunalini, 1317 (7)). This highlights the complexities of 

balancing individual growth with relational dynamics. As Korobi delves deeper into her quest, 

she faces difficult choices. She must prioritize her journey of self-discovery over the stability 

of her engagement. Korobi’s interactions with new acquaintances in America further catalyze 

her emotional development. Vic, the investigator, becomes a crucial figure in her journey. He 

challenges her to face uncomfortable truths and navigate the complexities of her family 

history. Through Vic's guidance, Korobi learns to cope with uncertainties and emotional 

upheavals. 

Vic's presence offers a stark contrast to the protective environment of Kolkata. He pushes her 

towards greater independence and resilience. Similarly, her reunion with her father, Rob 

Lacey, is transformative. Meeting her father exposes Korobi to a whirlwind of emotions and 

revelations. It forces her to reconcile her idealized notions of  the past with the complex 

realities of her heritage. This reunion compels Korobi to confront her fears, reassess her 

beliefs, and embrace the multifaceted nature of her identity. These relationships collectively 

serve as catalysts for Korobi's growth. The tension with Rajat underscores the challenges of 

personal aspirations within relational commitments. It pushes her to prioritize her own path. 

Vic’s guidance and her father's revelations drive Korobi to confront the truths about her family 

and herself. This facilitates significant emotional and psychological growth. Through these 

interactions, Korobi learns to navigate a more liberal and progressive society. She values 

individual freedom and self-expression. This journey through diverse relationships enables 

Korobi to transcend the limitations of her traditional upbringing. It fosters a deeper 

understanding of her own strength and resilience. Ultimately, Korobi’s evolving relationships 

illuminate the broader themes of self- discovery and identity. They showcase the 

transformative power of human connections in shaping one's destiny. 

Confronting Cultural and Societal Norms 

Korobi's journey involves a profound confrontation with cultural and societal norms that have 

long defined her identity. Moving from the traditional confines of Kolkata to   t h e 

cosmopolitan landscape of America, she experiences a clash of contrasting cultural paradigms. 
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The post-9/11 context in America amplifies this clash. It highlights tensions between tradition 

and modernity, security and uncertainty, and cultural heritage and individual autonomy. 

Korobi's experiences in America force her to reevaluate and challenge the norms and values 

she grew up with. This leads to a deeper understanding of the complexities of navigating 

cultural identities. The cultural juxtaposition she encounters underscores the broader themes 

of tradition versus modernity and the individual's struggle to reconcile these opposing forces. 

Immersed in the diverse and dynamic society of America, Korobi is exposed to alternative 

perspectives and lifestyles. These starkly contrast with the rigid norms and beliefs she adhered 

to in her traditional Bengali upbringing. This immersion acts as a catalyst for Korobi. It 

prompts her to critically examine the values she was raised with and question their relevance 

in her quest for self-identity. The differences between the conservative world of Kolkata and 

the liberal, fast-paced environment of New York City highlight the tension between 

maintaining cultural heritage and embracing modernity. This cultural juxtaposition deepens 

Korobi's internal conflict. It   mirrors   the broader societal shifts occurring in contemporary 

India and the globalized world. 

India, with its rich cultural heritage, is simultaneously grappling with rapid modernization and 

globalization. This leads to a clash of values and lifestyles. Korobi’s journey reflects this larger 

societal struggle. She navigates between the expectations of her traditional family and the 

liberating influences of the modern world. Her experiences in America force her to confront 

and reevaluate the principles that have shaped her identity. This leads to a profound 

transformation. Her process of self-discovery is emblematic of the broader quest for cultural 

assimilation and authenticity that many individuals face in a rapidly changing world. 

Korobi's journey is marked by significant emotional and psychological growth. As she adapts 

to a new environment, she learns to balance her cultural heritage with her desire for individual 

autonomy. This balance is crucial in her development. It illustrates the transformative power 

of embracing one's true self amidst contrasting cultural influences. In essence, Korobi’s 

journey in "The Oleander Girl" encapsulates the broader themes of identity, cultural conflict, 

and personal growth. Her story highlights the challenges and opportunities that arise from 

navigating multiple cultural landscapes.  Through her experiences, Korobi embodies the 

universal quest for self-discovery and the resilience needed to forge one's own path in the face 

of conflicting expectations. 

The Final Transformation: Embracing Identity and Independence 

Korobi's final transformation represents the culmination of her journey toward self-  discovery 

and empowerment. Throughout the novel, she faces a series of trials and revelations that 

challenge her beliefs. These experiences force her to confront the hidden truths of her past. 

The discovery that her father is alive and living in America acts as a catalyst. This revelation 

propels her into a quest for identity that changes her perception of herself. Her journey is 

fraught with emotional turbulence. Korobi navigates the complexities of her family history 

and her place within it. 

By confronting hidden truths, especially about her father, Korobi breaks free from her 

traditional upbringing. This pivotal moment marks a significant shift in her perspective. It 

allows her to embrace her true identity and assert her independence. Embracing her identity 
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and independence is challenging. Korobi navigates conflicting emotions, societal 

expectations, and personal aspirations. The conservative values instilled by her grandparents 

create significant internal conflict. However, Korobi's determination and courage propel her 

toward a transformative mindset. She prioritizes her own sense of purpose over external 

pressures. 

Her journey of self-discovery includes moments of introspection and resilience. Korobi learns 

to reconcile her traditional values with her desire for autonomy (Sunalini, 1317 (8)). Her 

engagement to Rajat Bose complicates her emotional landscape. She grapples with the 

expectations of marriage while pursuing her personal truth. This duality forces Korobi to make 

difficult choices. It emphasizes her transition from a passive recipient of societal norms to an 

active agent shaping her own destiny. Korobi’s decision to move forward on her own terms 

signifies the completion of her transformative voyage. This decision reflects her newfound 

strength and self- assurance. No longer defined by others' expectations, Korobi is guided by 

her inner convictions and the lessons learned throughout her journey. Her reunion with her 

father, Rob Lacey, plays a crucial role in solidifying her sense of identity. Accepting her dual 

heritage and reconciling her past with her present empower Korobi to forge a future true to 

herself. 

This final transformation highlights her growth from a sheltered girl to an independent woman. 

She is now capable of navigating and embracing her complex identity. Korobi's journey is a 

poignant narrative of empowerment. It underscores the novel's themes of resilience, self- 

discovery, and the quest for authenticity. Her story invites readers to reflect on their own paths 

toward identity and independence amidst societal expectations. Through Korobi’s 

experiences, Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni portrays the struggle of balancing cultural heritage 

with personal aspirations. Korobi’s evolution from constrained traditionalism to liberated self- 

determination offers a powerful message. It emphasizes the importance of self-empowerment 

and embracing one's true identity. Her transformative voyage is a testament to the resilience 

of the human spirit and the ongoing quest for authenticity in a rapidly changing world. 

 

3. Result and Discussion 

"The Protagonist's Evolution in Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni's The Oleander Girl: A 

Transformative Voyage" deeply explores Korobi Roy's journey and evolution throughout the 

novel. It provides a thorough analysis of her transformation. The study starts by setting the 

stage with the societal and cultural landscape of Korobi's upbringing. It highlights the 

traditional Bengali family values and rigid societal expectations that initially define her 

character. At the beginning, Korobi is depicted as living a life steeped in tradition and 

protection. She is confined by the limitations of her upbringing, guided by strict rules and 

entrenched beliefs. This sets the stage for her subsequent journey of self- discovery and 

personal growth. 

The catalyst for change comes with a shocking revelation. Korobi learns that her father, 

believed to be dead, is actually alive and living in America. This pivotal moment shatters her 

perception of her past. It ignites a deep desire within her to uncover the truth about her identity. 

Her engagement to Rajat Bose adds complexity to her emotional landscape. She grapples with 
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the expectations of marriage while starting her quest for self-discovery. This phase of her 

journey highlights the challenge of balancing personal aspirations with relational 

commitments. It sets the tone for Korobi's internal conflict and eventual transformation. 

As Korobi embarks on her journey to America, the study examines the impact of cultural   and 

societal norms on her evolution. The contrast between her traditional upbringing in Kolkata 

and the dynamic environment of post-9/11 America forces Korobi to confront her 

preconceptions. She must adapt to new realities. Her interactions with key characters play 

crucial roles in her emotional development. Rajat, Vic the investigator, and her father, Rob 

Lacey, challenge her beliefs and push her toward self-discovery. Each relationship serves as a 

catalyst for her growth. 

The study culminates in a discussion of Korobi's final transformation. She embraces her true 

identity and independence. She transcends the limitations imposed by her upbringing and 

societal expectations. This transformative journey is a powerful narrative of resilience, self-

discovery, and the quest for authenticity. It invites readers to reflect on their own paths toward 

personal growth and empowerment. Korobi’s journey illustrates the struggle of reconciling 

traditional values with personal aspirations. Her evolution from a sheltered girl to an 

independent woman underscores the importance of self-empowerment. The narrative 

highlights the resilience of the human spirit and the ongoing quest for authenticity in a rapidly 

changing world. 

Korobi's transformation offers valuable insights into the complexities of identity formation. 

Her experiences underscore the profound impact of cultural and societal influences on 

individual growth. Through her journey, readers are encouraged to consider their own cultural 

contexts and the ways in which they navigate their identities. Ultimately, Korobi's story is a 

testament to the transformative power of embracing one's true self. It serves as an inspirational 

narrative for anyone facing the challenge of balancing cultural heritage with personal 

autonomy. Her journey in "The Oleander Girl” is a compelling exploration of identity, 

tradition, and the enduring quest for self-discovery. 

The Oleander Girl masterfully depicts the protagonist’s evolution as a profound journey of 

self- discovery and empowerment. Korobi’s transformative voyage is marked by emotional 

depth and cultural exploration. This serves as a powerful narrative of resilience and personal 

growth. At the outset, Korobi is confined by the rigid expectations of her traditional Bengali 

upbringing. These expectations dictate her identity and limit her freedom. However, the 

revelation of her father’s existence and the subsequent journey to America act as catalysts for 

her transformation. They challenge her preconceived notions and push her toward self- 

awareness. 

Korobi navigates the complexities of her dual heritage and the contrasting cultural landscapes 

of Kolkata and New York City. This journey brings significant personal growth. Her 

interactions with diverse individuals and exposure to new perspectives compel her to reassess 

the rigid beliefs she once held. This journey of self-discovery is fraught with emotional turmoil 

and psychological adjustments. Yet, it ultimately leads Korobi to greater resilience and 

independence. Her evolving relationships highlight the interplay between personal aspirations 

and relational commitments. The strained engagement with Rajat and the newfound 

connection with her father illustrate this dynamic. These relationships underscore the novel’s 
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exploration of identity and belonging. 

Through Korobi's experiences, readers are invited to reflect on their own paths of self-

discovery. The novel shows the transformative potential of embracing change. Korobi 

struggles to reconcile tradition with modernity, familial duty with personal desire, and cultural 

heritage with individual identity. These themes resonate universally. Korobi’s journey from a 

tradition-bound naiveté to empowered self-awareness illustrates the enduring quest for 

authenticity that defines the human experience. Her story is a testament to the strength found 

in embracing one's true identity and the resilience required to navigate the complexities of life. 

This study highlights the universal themes of identity, resilience, and the quest for authenticity 

encapsulated in Korobi’s journey. Divakaruni’s portrayal of Korobi’s transformation is not 

just a personal narrative but a broader commentary on the struggles and triumphs of self-

discovery. It emphasizes the importance of embracing change and the transformative power it 

holds. Korobi’s evolution from a sheltered girl to an empowered woman serves as an inspiring 

narrative. It encourages readers to reflect on their own journeys and the possibilities that lie in 

embracing their true selves. The academic context of this analysis is enriched by exploring 

several key elements. First, the societal and cultural landscape of Korobi’s upbringing is 

essential. Traditional Bengali family values and rigid societal expectations initially define her 

character. Her early life is steeped in tradition and protection. This environment confines her 

within strict rules and entrenched beliefs. 

The revelation of her father's existence acts as a catalyst for change. This moment shatters 

Korobi's perception of her past and ignites a deep desire to uncover the truth about her identity. 

Her engagement to Rajat Bose complicates her emotional landscape further. She grapples with 

the expectations of marriage while embarking on her quest for self- discovery. This stage of 

her journey highlights the complexities of balancing personal aspirations with relational 

commitments. Korobi's journey to America significantly impacts her evolution. The contrast 

between her traditional upbringing in Kolkata and the dynamic environment of post-9/11 

America forces her to confront her preconceptions. She must adapt to new realities. Her 

interactions with key characters, including Rajat, Vic the investigator, and her father Rob 

Lacey, challenge her beliefs and push her toward self-discovery. Each relationship serves as a 

catalyst for her growth. 

Korobi’s final transformation is profound. She embraces her true identity and independence, 

transcending the limitations imposed by her upbringing and societal expectations. This journey 

is a powerful narrative of resilience, self-discovery, and the quest for authenticity. It invites 

readers to reflect on their own paths toward personal growth and empowerment. Korobi’s story 

highlights the struggle of balancing cultural heritage with personal aspirations. Her evolution 

underscores the importance of self-empowerment. The narrative highlights the resilience of 

the human spirit and the quest for authenticity in a changing world.  

 

4. Conclusion 

In conclusion, "The Oleander Girl" by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni offers a rich narrative of 

transformation. It explores the complexities of identity formation and the impact of cultural 

and societal influences on individual growth. Through Korobi’s journey, readers gain insights 
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into their own cultural contexts and the ways they navigate their identities. Her story is a 

powerful message about the strength found in embracing one's true identity. It serves as an 

inspirational narrative for anyone facing the challenge of balancing cultural heritage with 

personal autonomy. 
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